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UNVEILING THE
UNIVERSE OF THE I
AM NUMBER 4
SERIES: A DEEP
DIVE INTO THE
LORIEN LEGACIES

T h e  y o u n g  a d u l t
science  fiction
landscape  has  been
shaped by many iconic
series,  but  few  blend
t e e n  d r a m a ,
superhuman  abilities,
and  in terga lact ic
warfare  as  seamlessly
as the I Am Number 4
series.  Written  under
the  col lect ive  pen
name Pittacus Lore—a

nod  to  the  ser ies '
fictional  alien
historian—this  saga
began  with  a  single,
explosive  novel  and
rapidly  expanded  into
a  sprawling  narrative
known  as  the  Lorien
Legacies.  For  readers
who crave high-stakes
adventure  alongside
relatable  coming-of-
age themes, this series
offers a universe worth
exp lor ing .  In  th i s
comprehensive  guide,
we will break down the
foundational  elements,
key  characters,  plot
arcs,  and  the  lasting
impact of a series that
has captivated millions
worldwide.
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THE GENESIS:
HOW THE I AM
NUMBER 4 SERIES

BEGAN

The  first  book,  I  Am
N u m b e r  4 ,  w a s
published in 2010, co-
authored  by  James
Frey and Jobie Hughes.
It introduced us to John
Smith—a teenage alien
hiding on Earth from a
hostile race called the
Mogadorians.  John  is
one of nine Garde, the
last  survivors  of  the
planet  Lorien,  each
gifted  with  unique
Legacies (powers) that
develop over time. The
twist? They can only be
kil led  in  numerical
order,  and  three  of
them are already dead.
Number  Four  is  next.
T h i s  p r e m i s e
immediately  hooked
readers,  b lending
mystery with a ticking
clock.  The  success  of
t h e  d e b u t  n o v e l

launched  a  six-book
main series, a prequel
novella,  a  spin-off
tri logy,  and  even  a
feature film adaptation.

The Core
Premise:
Lorien vs.
Mogador
At  the  heart  of  the  I
Am Number 4 series
is  the  conflict  between
the  peaceful  Lor ic
p e o p l e  a n d  t h e
p r e d a t o r y
Mogadorians.  Lorien
was  a  planet  rich  in
natural  energy,  which
t h e  M o g a d o r i a n s
sought  to  consume.
After  Lorien  fell,  nine
Garde  children  were
sent  to  Earth,  each
accompanied  by  a
Cêpan—a guardian and
m e n t o r .  T h e
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Mogadorians  followed,
hunting  them  one  by
one.  This  surv ival
narrative is interwoven
w i t h  t h e  G a r d e ' s
journey to master their
powers, build alliances,
and ultimately reclaim
their  lost  homeworld.
The  series  masterfully
explores  themes  of
identity,  belonging,
sacrifice,  and  the
courage  to  stand  up
against  overwhelming
odds.

KEY CHARACTERS
THAT DEFINE THE I
AM NUMBER 4
SERIES

What makes this series
so  memorable  is  its
c a s t  o f  d i v e r s e ,
evolving  characters.
Wh i l e  J ohn  Smi th
(Number  Four)  is  the
initial  protagonist,  the
series  gradually  shifts
to an ensemble focus,
giving depth to each of
the nine Garde.

John Smith
(Number Four)
– The reluctant
hero who begins
as a typical
teenager hiding
in plain sight. His
Legacy includes
telekinesis,
enhanced
strength, and
later, the ability
to generate
Lumens (light).
His relationship
with Sarah Hart,
a human,
grounds the
story in
emotional reality.
Number Six – A
fierce,
independent
fighter who
introduces the
concept of the
Garde forming a
resistance. Her
Legacy includes
invisibility and
teleportation.
She becomes a
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crucial leader.
Sam Goode –
John's human
best friend and a
conspiracy
theorist. He
embodies the
theme of
ordinary people
rising to
extraordinary
circumstances,
eventually
becoming a
pivotal ally and
pilot.
Number Five –
A morally
complex
character whose
betrayal in the
fourth book
sparks a major
turning point. His
Legacy involves
terraportation
(teleportation
through earth
and stone).
Number Seven
(Marina) –
Introduced in the

second book, The
Power of Six, she
is a healer and
water-
manipulator. Her
storyline
highlights the
isolation and
hope of the
remaining Garde.
Ella (Number
Ten) – A later
addition who
challenges the
numbering
system, proving
that even
unexpected
survivors can
possess great
power.
The Cêpans –
Characters like
Henri (John's
guardian) and
Crayton
(Marina's elder)
provide wisdom
and emotional
anchors, often
making the
ultimate
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sacrifice.

The  series  excels  at
c h a r a c t e r
development,  showing
how  each  individual
grows  from  fear  and
hiding  to  embracing
their destiny. The I Am
Number  4  series
does  not  shy  away
from  loss;  several
beloved characters die,
lending genuine weight
to every battle.

THE EVOLUTION
OF THE PLOT
ACROSS THE
LORIEN LEGACIES

The story  structure  of
the  I  Am Number  4
series  is  divided  into
three  major  phases:
the Gathering, the War,
and the Rebuilding.

The

Gathering
(Books
1-3)
The first three books—I
Am  Number  4 ,  The
Power of Six,  and The
Rise of Nine—focus on
the  Garde  finding  one
another.  John  meets
Six  in  the  first  book,
learns about the Chest
c o n t a i n i n g  L o r i c
t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d
discovers the existence
of a hidden sanctuary.
By the end of the third
book,  the  surviving
members  of  the  nine
(plus  Ella)  unite  in  a
d r a m a t i c  r e s c u e
sequence in India. This
phase is  characterized
by  road  trips,  close
calls,  and  the  gradual
revelation of the Lorien
l e g a c y .  T h e
M o g a d o r i a n s  a r e
portrayed  as  a  near-
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inevitable force, led by
t h e  t e r r i f y i n g
Commander  Setrákus
Ra.

The War
(Books
4-6)
T h e  s e c o n d
trilogy—The  Fall  of
Five,  The  Revenge  of
Seven, and The Fate of
Ten—shifts gears. With
the  Garde  assembled,
the  focus  turns  to
offensive  strategies.
T h e y  t r a i n ,  r a i d
Mogadorian bases, and
form  alliances  with
human  military  forces
like the FBI. The stakes
escalate  dramatically:
t h e  M o g a d o r i a n s
invade  Earth  openly,
and  the  Garde  must
protect both their own
lives  and  the  human
populat ion.  These

books  introduce  the
concept  of  the  Loric
and human hybrid, and
explore  moral  gray
areas such as the use
of  lethal  force  and
sacrifice.  The  Revenge
of  Seven  ends  with  a
devastating  loss  that
reshapes  the  entire
team  dynamic.

The
Rebuildin
g (Book 6
and
Epilogue)
The  final  book,  The
Fate  of  Ten,  and  the
subsequent  novella,
Legacies Reborn, bring
the  story  to  a  close.
The Garde, now fewer
in number but stronger
in unity, face Setrákus
Ra  in  a  final
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confrontation.  The
r e s o l u t i o n  i s
bittersweet—victory
comes at a high price,
but the surviving Garde
become  leaders  of  a
new  Loric  society  on
Earth. The series ends
with hope for a future
where  humans  and
Loric  coexist,  echoing
themes of immigration,
integration, and shared
destiny.

THE FILM
ADAPTATION:
BRINGING THE I
AM NUMBER 4
SERIES TO THE BIG
SCREEN

In  2011,  a  film
adaptation  of  the  first
book  was  released,
starring  Alex  Pettyfer
as  John  Smith  and
Dianna Agron as Sarah
Hart.  Directed  by  D.J.
Caruso,  the  movie
captured  the  visual
e s s e n c e  o f  t h e

Legacies—especially
the  dazzling  Lumens
and  telekinesis.  While
i t  rece ived  mixed
reviews  from  critics,
many fans appreciated
the faithful casting and
action  sequences.
H o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o
moderate  box  office
returns ,  p lans  for
sequels  were  shelved.
The  film  remains  a
divisive  topic  among
f a n s  o f  t h e  I  A m
Number  4  series :
some see it as a solid
entry  point ,  whi le
others  wish  i t  had
better represented the
deeper  emot ional
beats  of  the  book.
Interestingly, the series
also  inspired  a  comic
book prequel, The Lost
Files,  which  expanded
on side characters like
Adam,  a  Mogadorian
d e f e c t o r .  T h i s
multimedia  expansion
h e l p e d  k e e p  t h e
universe  alive  long
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a f t e r  t h e  b o o k s
concluded.

THEMES AND
IMPACT: WHY THE
I AM NUMBER 4
SERIES
RESONATES

Beyond the action and
powers ,  t he  I  Am
Number  4  series
addresses  relatable
adolescent  struggles:
feeling like an outsider,
t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f
expectations,  and  the
search  for  identity.
John's constant moving
and hiding mirrors the
experience  of  many
real-life teens who feel
they don't belong. The
series also explores the
ethics  of  power—how
s h o u l d  o n e  u s e
strength? For personal
survival,  or  for  the
greater  good?  The
G a r d e ' s  i n t e r n a l
conflicts,  particularly
a r o u n d  t r u s t  a n d
leadership,  offer

m e a n i n g f u l
discussions.
Moreover,  the  series
promotes  diversity.
The Garde come from
different  ethnic
backgrounds  and
cultures,  reflecting  a
b r o a d  r a n g e  o f
e x p e r i e n c e s .
Characters  like Marina
( R u s s i a n ) ,  S i x
(American  of  Mexican
descent),  and  Five
(Aussie)  bring  varied
perspectives.  This
inclusivity  helped  the
series stand out in the
e a r l y  2 0 1 0 s  Y A
landscape.

COMPARISON TO
OTHER YA SERIES

Many readers compare
the  I  Am Number  4
s e r i e s  t o  o t h e r
franchises  like  The
Hunger  Games  o r
Divergent. While those
focus  on  dystopian
societies  and  internal
rebellion,  the  Lorien
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L e g a c i e s  i s  a
straightforward  sci-fi
a d v e n t u r e  w i t h
superhero  elements.
The pacing is closer to
the  Percy  Jackson
series—fast,  episodic,
and heavily  reliant  on
act ion  set  p ieces.
However,  the  I  Am
Number  4  series
distinguishes  itself  by
its  intergalactic  war
narrat ive  and  the
gradual reveal of a rich
alien  mythology.  The
relationship  between
John  and  Sarah  also
mirrors  the  forbidden
romance trope seen in
Twilight,  though  with
more  agency  on  the
human side.

READING ORDER
AND SPIN-OFFS

For  new  readers,  the
recommended order of
the main series is:

I Am Number 41.
The Power of Six2.

The Rise of Nine3.
The Fall of Five4.
The Revenge of5.
Seven
The Fate of Ten6.
United as One (a7.
collection of
novellas and
epilogue)

In addition, the spin-off
t r i l o g y  L e g a c y
Chronicles  follows  a
new  generat ion  of
Garde,  set  years after
the  original  series.
There are also the Lost
Files novellas that fill in
g a p s  f r o m  t h e
p e r s p e c t i v e  o f
secondary  characters
like Adam and Six. This
extended  universe
offers  plenty  of
material  for  dedicated
f a n s  o f  t h e  I  A m
Number 4 series .

CONCLUSION: A
LEGACY THAT
ENDURES

More  than  a  decade
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after  its  debut,  the  I
Am Number 4 series
continues  to  attract
new  readers  through
libraries,  streaming
libraries,  and  word-of-
mouth.  Its  blend  of
high-concept  sci-fi,
heartfelt  relationships,
and  relentless  action
makes it  a compelling
b i n g e - r e a d  f o r
teenagers  and  adults
alike. Whether you are
drawn  to  the  idea  of
hidden  aliens  walking

among  us,  or  simply
enjoy  a  story  about
unlikely  heroes  rising
to meet their fate, this
series  delivers.  The
Lorien  Legacies  may
have concluded on the
page, but its themes of
courage,  friendship,
and  resilience  remain
timeless. If you haven't
yet visited the world of
John  Smith  and  the
Garde, pick up the first
book—and prepare for
an  adventure  that
spans  galaxies.


