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UNLOCKING THE
POUND: YOUR
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TRADING GUIDE

For over two decades,
the  world  of  Neopia
has captivated millions.
W h i l e  b a t t l i n g
Codestones,  spinning
t h e  W h e e l  o f
E x c i t e m e n t ,  a n d
hoarding Neopoints are
all  core activities,  one
of  the  most  intricate
and rewarding systems
lies  in  the  art  of  pet
trading.  Whether  you
a r e  h u n t i n g  f o r  a
specific  color,  a  rare

name,  or  a  pet  with
exceptional  stats  for
t h e  B a t t l e d o m e ,
understanding  the
m a r k e t p l a c e  f o r
Neopets  is  essential.
This  comprehensive
Neopets Pet Trading
Guide  will  walk  you
through the intricacies
of the Pound, the rules
of the game, and how
to  navigate  trades
w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g
scammed.
At its heart, pet trading
is  a  barter  economy.
Unlike  items  in  your
shop,  pets  are  traded
for  other  pets.  The
v a l u e  o f  a  p e t  i s
determined by several
factors,  including  its
age,  name,  co lor ,
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species,  and  stats.
B e f o r e  y o u  e v e n
attempt  your  first
trade,  you  need  to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
landscape.  This  guide
w i l l  b r e a k  d o w n
everything  from  basic
Pound  surfing  to  the
high-stakes  world  of
"Unconverted"  (UC)
pets,  ensuring  you
have the knowledge to
build a dream Neopets
account.

Understa
nding the
Basics of
Neopets
Pet
Trading
Before  div ing  into
complex  trades,  you

m u s t  m a s t e r  t h e
fundamentals.  The
most  common way to
acquire  a  new  pet  is
through  the  Neopian
Pound.  However,  the
Pound  is  a  volat i le
p l a c e .  P e t s  a r e
abandoned here  for  a
reason—often  because
they  have  common
names  o r  de fau l t
colors. To find a "gem,"
you  need  persistence
and  a  fast  internet
connection.

POUND SURFING
FOR GEMS

"Pound  Surfing"  is  the
practice  of  refreshing
the  adoption  page
repeatedly in hopes of
finding  a  rare  pet.
W h i l e  e x t r e m e l y
difficult  since the site's
conversion to HTML5, it
is  still  possible  to  find
pa inted  pets  w i th
decent names. Look for
misspelled  variations
of  rare  colors  or  pets
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adopted  directly  from
users  who  created
them  for  a  specific
purpose.  The  key  is
pat ience.  You  are
competing  with  bots
and  other  dedicated
users ,  so  speed  is
crit ical.

THE VALUE OF A
NAME

In  the  trading  world,
the name is often the
first  thing  a  trader
looks at. A pet named
" L o v e l y 1 2 3 "  i s
considered  low  value,
while a pet with a real
name like "Alexander,"
a single common word
like  "Dragon,"  or  a
four-letter combination
(e.g.,  "Xyph")  holds
significant  value.
Worthy names, VWN
(Very  Well  Named),
and RN (Real Name)
are the holy grails of
the  trading  market.  If
you  create  a  pet  for
trading, spend a week

brainstorming  names
before  committing.  A
good name can elevate
a basic pet to a high-
tier trading asset.

The Core
Factors of
Pet Value
T o  m a s t e r  y o u r
Neopets Pet Trading
Guide skills, you need
to evaluate pets like an
appraiser.  Four  main
factors  determine  a
pet 's  "T ier"  in  the
trading  chain:  Color,
Species,  Name,  and
Stats (for Battledome).
Each  factor  weighs
differently  depending
on  the  buyer.

COLOR AND SPECIES
COMBINATION

S o m e  c o l o r s  a r e
universally  desirable.
Maraquan,  Robot,
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Plushie, and Mutant
a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y
popular.  However,  the
species  matters.  A
Maraquan  Grarrl  is
s t u n n i n g ,  b u t  a
Maraquan  Jetsam  is
less  sought  af ter .
Conversely,  a  Draik,
Krawk, Hissi, Lutari,
and  Cybunny  are
" l im i ted  ed i t i on"
species  that  can  only
be  created  on  specific
d a y s  o r  t h r o u g h
expensive  morphing
potions.  Therefore,  a
bas ic  Red  Draik  is
generally  worth  more
than  a  painted  Ogrin.
When trading, you are
looking  for  the  sweet
spot:  a  high-value
species combined with
a high-value color.

BATTLEDOME STATS
(THE "TRAINER"
MARKET)
A  separate  market
exists for pet stats. If a

p e t  h a s  h i g h  H i t
P o i n t s  ( H P ) ,
Strength,  Defense,
and Movement,  it  is
considered  a  "trainer"
or  "BD  (Battledome)
pet."  These  pets  are
traded for  other  high-
stat pets. The value is
ca lcu la ted  by  the
number  of  codestones
required to train them.
A pet with 2,000 HP is
worth  substantially
more  than a  pet  with
200 HP,  assuming the
names  are  similar.  If
you  are  a  Battledome
enthusiast,  trading  for
a  high-stat  base  is
often  cheaper  than
training  a  pet  from
scratch.

Navigatin
g the
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"Unconve
rted"
(UC)

Market
N o  N e o p e t s  P e t
Trading Guide  would
be  complete  without
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
elephant  in  the  room:
Unconverted  pets.
D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 0 7
conversion,  Neopets
allowed users  to  keep
the old, static art style
for  their  pets.  These
pets are known as UC
(Unconverted)  or  BN
(Basic  Neopets).  They
are incredibly rare and
represent  the  highest
tier of trading value.

UC TIERS AND
TRADING

UC pets are valued by
a complex tier system.

Royal  Girl  Cybunnies,
Grey  Wockys,  and
Faer ie  Dra iks  a re
considered "Tier  0"  or
"Top Tier." Lower tiers
inc lude  Royal  Boy
Krawks  or  specific
Plushie  pets.  Trading
f o r  a  U C  p e t
typically  requires
sacrificing  multiple
h i g h - v a l u e
converted pets (e.g.,
a  VWN  Ice  Bor i  +  a
VWN  Mutant  Draik).
T h i s  m a r k e t  i s
extremely volatile  and
requires  using  user-
created  "Tier  Lists"
found on  the  Neopets
Trading  boards.  Be
extremely  cautious;
due to their rarity, UC
scams  are  common.
Always  use  a  trusted
middleman  (which
Neopets  technically
discourages, so use the
official  Pound  transfer
system  only).
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The Rules
of the
Road:
Trading
Etiquette
and
Safety
Neopets has strict rules
regarding  accounts.
You cannot trade a pet
if it is too young (less
t h a n  7  d a y s  o l d ,
subject to change), and
you can only transfer a
limited number of pets
per day (usually 1-2 via
the "Transfer" button).
Scams  are  rampant.
The  most  common  is
the  "RG"  or  "Reddit
Group" scam, where a
user promises a trade

but backs out after you
send your pet. To avoid
this:

Never trade for
Neopoints. Pet
trading for
Neopoints or
real-world money
is strictly
forbidden and
will result in a
frozen account.
Use the
Transfers
system. The
Pound is public;
anyone can grab
your pet. Always
use the Transfer
feature found on
the Neopets.com
Quick Ref page.
Check the
user's account
age. Account ID
fraud is rare, but
trading with a
young account
(under 4 months)
is risky.
Screencap
everything. In a
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dispute, TNT
(The Neopets
Team) rarely
intervenes in
trades, but
having proof of a
broken promise
helps.

Step-by-
Step:
How to
Start a
Trade
You  have  a  pet  you
want to trade. How do
you get started?

Create a1.
"Trading" or
"UFA/UFT"
board. Go to the
Trading/Auction
board on
Neopets. Create
a post with the

species, color,
name, and stats.
Use standard
abbreviations.
Example: "UFT:
WN Maraquan
Ixi. High Stats.
LF: Very Well
Named Plushie
Draik or Mutant
Krawk."
Be patient. The2.
Neopian
economy moves
in waves. You
might get no
offers for 3 days,
then suddenly
have three.
Negotiate3.
politely. If
someone offers a
pet you don't
want, simply say
"No thank you."
Do not insult
their pet or
name. The
trading
community is
small; reputation
matters.



8

8 Neopets Pet Trading Guide 2023-06-25

Use the4.
"Transfer"
button. Once a
deal is agreed,
one user initiates
a transfer from
their Quick Ref
page. The other
user accepts via
e-mail
notification. The
pets swap
owners in
seconds.
Confirm the5.
exchange.
Check your user
lookup to ensure
the pet arrived. If
it didn't, contact
the other user
immediately.
Glitches are rare
but possible.

Advanced
Strategie

s:
"Training"
for Trade
If you lack the funds or
luck  fo r  h igh - t ie r
colors,  you  can  add
value through training.
A common strategy is
to  use  Dubloons  to
raise  a  pet's  stats  to
the  " sec re t  n i n j a
training"  level  (500+
stats) .  Once  a  pet
becomes  a  "BD  Stat"
pet, its value increases
significantly.  You  can
then  trade  that  high-
stat  pet  for  a  painted
pet. This is a legitimate
w a y  t o  c l i m b  t h e
trading  ladder  without
spending real money.

Common



Neopets Pet Trading Guide 9

9

Mistakes
Beginner

s Make
As  a  final  tip  in  this
Neopets Pet Trading
Guide,  let’s  review
pitfalls.  First,  do  not
get  a t tached  to
names.  If  you have a
p e t  n a m e d
"Bob_1234 , "  i t  i s
virtually  untradeable.
S e c o n d ,  d o  n o t
overvalue  your  pet.
Use the Neopian Pound
boards to gauge what
people  are  offering  for
similar pets. Third, do
not  trade for  a  pet
you cannot care for.
N e o p e t s  c o s t
Neopoints to feed and
take  care  of.  If  you
adopt  a  high-stat  pet,

you incur the food bill.

Conclusio
n
Mastering the Neopian
pet trading system is a
complex  but  deeply
rewarding  journey.  It
requires  patience,
research,  and  a  thick
skin. Whether you are
a casual player looking
for  a  nice  Draik  or  a
se r ious  co l l ec to r
hunting for a UC Grey
Wocky,  the  principles
remain  the  same:
value  l ies  in  name,
color,  species,  and
stats.  Use  the  tools
available,  respect  the
community,  and  trade
safely. The perfect pet
is out there, waiting for
you in the Pound or on
the  Trading  boards.
Happy  hunting!


