
Love On The Time Of Cholera 1

Love On The Time Of
Cholera

Love On The
Time Of
Cholera

Downloaded
from

evoluir.abar.org.br
by West &

Sweeney

INTRODUCTION: A
TIMELESS TALE OF
DEVOTION AND
OBSESSION

When we speak of the
most  profound  love
stor ies  in  l i terary
history,  few  works
resonate as deeply as
G a b r i e l  G a r c í a
M á r q u e z ’ s
masterpiece, Love On
The Time Of Cholera.
First published in 1985,
this  novel  is  often
hailed as a meditation
on the nature of love,
t i m e ,  a n d  h u m a n
endurance.  Unlike  the
whirlwind  romance  of

typical  narratives,
Márquez  presents  a
love  that  is  patient,
o b s e s s i v e ,  a n d
achingly  human.  The
n o v e l  e x p l o r e s  a
lifelong  devotion  that
spans more than half a
century,  challenging
our  understanding  of
what it  means to love
someone  truly.  From
the  very  first  page,
readers  are  immersed
i n  a  w o r l d  w h e r e
cholera,  both  a  literal
d i s e a s e  a n d  a
metapho r  f o r  t he
turmoil  of  passion,
shapes the destinies of
its  characters.  This
article  unpacks  the
layers of Love On The
T i m e  O f  C h o l e r a ,
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e x a m i n i n g  i t s
characters,  themes,
a n d  e n d u r i n g
re levance  in  both
literature  and  l ife.

THE SETTING: A
CARIBBEAN PORT
CITY IN THE LATE
19TH AND EARLY
20TH CENTURIES

The story unfolds in an
unnamed  Caribbean
port city reminiscent of
Cartagena, Colombia, a
p l a c e  s t e e p e d  i n
history,  heat ,  and
humidity.  Márquez
uses  th i s  v i b ran t
setting  to  mirror  the
emotional  climate  of
his characters. The city
i t s e l f  b e c o m e s  a
character  —  with  its
bustling  riverbanks,
decaying  co lonia l
architecture,  and  the
ever-present  threat  of
cholera epidemics. The
t i t le  Love  On  The
Time  Of  Cholera
deliberately  links  the

d i s e a s e  t o  l o v e ,
suggesting  that  both
can  be  consuming,
i n f e c t i o u s ,  a n d
somet imes  fa ta l .
During this era, cholera
w a s  a  f e a r e d  a n d
misunderstood  illness;
similarly,  love  in  the
novel is portrayed as a
force  that  can  either
upl i f t  or  destroy  a
person.  The  historical
context adds a layer of
realism, grounding the
fantastical elements of
the  love  story  in  the
harshness of everyday
l i f e .  M á r q u e z
masterfully weaves the
social  norms  of  the
time — class divisions,
gender  roles,  and  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
reputation  — into  the
fabric of the narrative,
making  the  reader
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
obstacles  that  love
must  overcome.
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CHARACTER
ANALYSIS: THE
THREE PILLARS OF

THE STORY

Florentin
o Ariza:
The Poet
of
Unrequite
d Love
Florentino  Ariza  is
p e r h a p s  o n e  o f
l i te ra ture ’ s  most
memorable  romantic
figures  —  or,
depending  on  one’s
perspective, one of its
mos t  t r ag i c .  A s  a
y o u n g  t e l e g r a p h
operator ,  he  fa l l s
i n s t a n t l y  a n d
irrevocably in love with
Fermina  Daza  after  a

chance glance. His love
is  both  poet ic  and
pathological.  Over  the
course of  51 years,  9
months,  and  4  days,
Florentino waits for the
opportunity  to  declare
his  love  again.  He
engages  in  numerous
affairs  —  622
d o c u m e n t e d
relationships  —  yet
insists  that  his  heart
belongs  to  Fermina
a l o n e .  T h i s
contradiction lies at the
core of Love On The
Time Of Cholera: can
love  be  eternal  if  the
lover  is  unfaithful  in
body?  Márquez  does
not  judge;  he  simply
presents  Florentino’s
reality.  Florentino’s
character  embodies
the  idea  that  love  is
not  always  pure  or
simple;  it  can  coexist
w i t h  l o n e l i n e s s ,
obsession,  and  even
moral compromise. His
meticulous  record-
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k e e p i n g  o f  h i s
encounters  and  his
relentless  pursuit  of  a
w o m a n  w h o  h a s
already chosen another
man  speaks  to  the
novel’s  exploration  of
love as  an act  of  will
and memory.

Fermina
Daza:
The
Beloved
with a
Mind of
Her Own
Fermina  Daza  is  far
from a  passive  object
of  affection.  She  is
strong-willed, practical,
and  fiercely
independent. When the

novel  opens,  she  is
a l r e a d y  a n  o l d e r
woman,  reflecting  on
her  life’s  choices.  Her
init ial  reject ion  of
Florentino  is  not  born
of  cruel ty  but  of  a
c l e a r - e y e d
understanding  of  her
own  des i r e s .  She
marries  Dr.  Juvenal
Urbino,  a  respected
physician,  out  of  a
sense  o f  duty  and
societal  expectation.
Over  the  decades,
Fermina builds a life of
comfort  and  stability.
Yet, as Márquez shows,
she is  not  immune to
the  stirrings  of  her
heart.  Her  eventual
reconnect ion  with
Florentino in old age is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
poignant parts of Love
O n  T h e  T i m e  O f
Cholera. She does not
simply fall back into his
arms; she wrestles with
he r  f ee l i ngs ,  t he
judgment  of  society,
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and  the  rea l i ty  o f
ag ing .  Fe rm ina ’ s
journey illustrates that
love  is  not  a  static
e m o t i o n  b u t  a
dynamic,  evolving
experience  that  can
reawaken  even  when
life seems over.

Dr.
Juvenal
Urbino:
The
Rational
Husband
Dr.  Urbino  represents
order,  science,  and
social  respectability.
He is a man of reason
who  brings  modern
medicine  to  the  city
and battles cholera as
a  public  health  crisis.

H i s  m a r r i a g e  t o
Fermina  is  stable  and
loving,  though  not
particularly passionate.
He loves her in his own
practical  way.  Yet  his
death  —  a  comically
t r a g i c  a c c i d e n t
involving  a  parrot  —
sets the final act of the
novel  in  motion.  Dr.
Urbino’s  presence  in
the  story  serves  as  a
foil  to  Florentino’s
idealized, chaotic love.
Through him, Márquez
questions  whether  a
l o v e  b u i l t  o n
companionship  and
shared  duty  is  less
valid than a love built
on  longing.  Love  On
The Time Of Cholera
suggests  that  both
forms of love are real
and valuable, but it is
the  love that  survives
time  that  ultimately
triumphs.

MAJOR THEMES IN
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LOVE ON THE TIME
OF CHOLERA

Love as a
Disease
and a
Lifelong
Affliction
The  most  prominent
metaphor in the novel
is  the  compar ison
between  love  and
cholera.  Florentino’s
first  symptoms  upon
seeing  Fermina  are
p h y s i c a l :  f e v e r ,
pa lp i ta t ions ,  and
obsessive  thoughts  —
t h e  v e r y  s i g n s  o f
cholera.  Throughout
the  novel,  Márquez
desc r ibes  l ove  in
medical terms, as if  it
were  an  illness  that
could  be  diagnosed,

treated,  or  even fatal.
This  metaphor  serves
multiple  purposes:  it
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
involuntary, consuming
nature of  love;  it  also
suggests that love, like
cholera,  is  a condition
that  can  be  survived.
B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
novel,  the  two elderly
lovers  declare  that
they will continue their
journey on a riverboat
flying the yellow flag of
cholera,  iso lat ing
themselves  from  the
world. In that moment,
their love is both their
disease and their cure.
This  theme  resonates
deeply  with  readers,
making Love On The
Time  Of  Cholera  a
t o u c h s t o n e  f o r
discussions  about  the
i r ra t iona l ,  bod i ly
aspects  of  love.
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Time,
Aging,
and the
Persisten
ce of

Emotion
F e w  n o v e l s  s o
thoroughly  examine
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between time and love.
Márquez structures the
narrat ive  to  jump
between  past  and
present ,  a l lowing
readers to witness the
evolution  of  love over
decades.  Florentino
waits for 51 years, and
during  that  time,  the
world  changes,  bodies
decay,  and  memories
fade .  Yet  h i s  love
endures.  The  novel
c h a l l e n g e s  t h e

conventional  idea that
love  is  only  for  the
young or the beautiful.
In  the  final  chapters,
Florentino and Fermina
are wrinkled, frail, and
incontinent,  but  they
find a form of love that
is  more  profound  and
h o n e s t  t h a n  a n y
youthful  romance.
Love On The Time Of
Cholera  asserts  that
t r u e  l o v e  i s  n o t
diminished  by  age;
rather,  it  can  deepen
a s  o n e  s h e d s  t h e
illusions of youth. This
m e s s a g e  i s  b o t h
c o m f o r t i n g  a n d
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,
particularly in a culture
that often equates love
w i t h  p h y s i c a l
perfection.

Obsessio
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n vs. True
Love
A recurring question in
the  novel  is  whether
Florentino’s devotion is
genuine love or merely
pathological obsession.
He  spends  decades
cultivating his longing,
writing letters,  making
sacrifices,  and  even
pursuing other women
to  fill  the  void.  But
does  he  tru ly  love
Fermina,  or  does  he
love  the  idea  of  her?
Márquez  leaves  the
answer ambiguous. On
one hand,  Florentino’s
persistence suggests a
depth  of  feeling  that
most  people  never
experience.  On  the
o t h e r  h a n d ,  h i s
behavior  can  be  read
as  selfish  and  even
delusional. The beauty
of Love On The Time
Of Cholera  lies in its

refusal  to  provide  a
s imp le  answer .  I t
inv i tes  readers  to
decide  for  themselves
whether  a  love  that
c a u s e s  s o  m u c h
suffering  and
loneliness  can  still  be
c a l l e d  l o v e .  T h i s
ambiguity  keeps  the
novel  alive  in  critical
discussions and allows
each  generation  to
r e i n t e r p r e t  i t s
meaning.

LITERARY STYLE
AND USE OF
MAGICAL REALISM

Gabriel García Márquez
is a master of magical
realism, and Love On
The Time Of Cholera
is a prime example of
this style, though it  is
more  restrained  than
his  earlier  novel  One
Hundred  Years  o f
Solitude.  The  magical
e l ement s  appea r
subtly:  the  scent  of
bitter  almonds  that
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always  precedes  a
death,  the  symbolic
flight  of  a  parrot,  and
t h e  a l m o s t
s u p e r n a t u r a l
e n d u r a n c e  o f
F lorent ino’s  love.
Márquez  writes  with
lush, poetic prose that
elevates  everyday
details  into  something
extraordinary. His long,
flowing  sentences
mirror  the  endless
passage  of  time.  The
narrative  is  rich  with
sensory descriptions —
the  taste  of  passion
fruit ,  the  sound  of
riverboats,  the  feel  of
old age. This attention
to  detail  immerses
readers  fully  in  the
world of the novel. The
l a n g u a g e  i t s e l f
becomes  a  tool  for
exploring  love:  lyrical,
r e p e t i t i v e ,  a n d
s o m e t i m e s
overwhelming,  much
l ike  the  emotion  it
describes.

THE NOVEL’S
ENDURING IMPACT
AND RELEVANCE

Since  its  publication,
Love On The Time Of
Cholera has become a
cultural  touchstone,
influencing  writers,
filmmakers,  and  lovers
around  the  world.  It
was  adapted  into  a
2007  film  starring
Javier  Bardem  and
Giovanna Mezzogiorno,
which,  while  visually
beautiful,  could  not
fu l l y  cap tu re  the
novel’s  depth.  The
book  continues  to  be
studied  in  universities
for  its  treatment  of
t i m e ,  n a r r a t i v e
structure,  and  the
philosophy  of  love.  In
an  age  where  instant
gratification  and
d i s p o s a b l e
re la t ionsh ips  a re
common,  Márquez’s
epic  of  patience  and
devotion  feels  radical.
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The  novel  reminds  us
that  love  can  be  a
lifetime’s work.  It  also
challenges  gender
n o r m s  b y  g i v i n g
Fermina  an  active,
complex role. For many
readers,  the  story  of
Florentino and Fermina
is  a  testament  to  the
human  capacity  for
hope  and  renewal,
even  when  all  seems
lost.  The  keywords
Love On The Time Of
Cholera  now  evoke
not just a book, but a
whole  philosophy  of
enduring  affection.

CONCLUSION: A
LOVE THAT
TRANSCENDS ALL
BOUNDARIES

In  the  end,  Love  On
The Time Of Cholera
is  neither  a  simple
r o m a n c e  n o r  a
cautionary tale. It is a
profound meditation on
what it  means to love
across  the  arc  of  an

entire  l i fe.  Gabriel
García  Márquez  gives
us characters who are
flawed,  irrational,  and
deeply  human.  He
shows us that love can
be both a sickness and
a salvation, a source of
pain  and  a  reason  to
live.  The novel  invites
us  to  reconsider  our
own  definitions  of  love
— whether it  must be
mutual,  whether  it
requires  fidelity,  and
whether  it  can  truly
survive time’s ravages.
As the riverboat carries
Florentino and Fermina
in to  an  uncer ta in
future, flying the flag of
cho lera ,  Márquez
leaves us with a single,
unforgettable  image:
that  love,  in  its  most
determined  form,  is
willing  to  sail  forever,
even if it means never
reaching the shore. For
anyone seeking a story
that  captures  the
complex i ty  o f  the
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human heart, Love On
The Time Of Cholera
remains  an  essential

read  —  a  t imeless
novel about a timeless
emotion.


