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INTRODUCTION:
THE JOY OF PRE-
CUT FABRICS

For  anyone  stepping
into  the  vibrant  world
of  quilting,  the  sheer
variety  of  fabrics  and
too l s  can  be  bo th
thrilling  and  a  little
overwhelming.  Among
the  most  be loved
innovations  in  modern
quilting is the concept
of  pre-cut  fabrics.
These  coordinated
bundles of fabric have
revolutionized the way
quilters  work,  saving
hours  of  cutting  time
and  eliminating  the

guesswork  of  color
matching. While charm
packs,  jelly  rolls,  and
fat  quarters  are  all
popular  choices,  one
part icu lar  bundle
s tands  ou t  fo r  i t s
v e r s a t i l i t y  a n d
generous  size:  the
layer cake. If you have
ever  wondered,  what
is  a  layer  cake  in
qui lt ing ,  you  are
about  to  discover  a
game-changing  tool
that  can  elevate  your
next  project,  whether
you are a beginner or a
seasoned expert.

UNDERSTANDING
THE BASICS: WHAT
IS A LAYER CAKE
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IN QUILTING?

A t  i t s  m o s t
straightforward,  what
is  a  layer  cake  in
quilting  refers  to  a
pre-cut bundle of fabric
squares,  typical ly
measuring  10  inches
by  10  inches.  These
squares are usually cut
from  an  entire  fabric
col lect ion  or  l ine,
meaning they include a
curated  assortment  of
colors,  patterns,  and
p r i n t s  t h a t  a l l
coordinate  beautifully.
A standard layer  cake
contains  42  squares,
which  is  roughly  the
equivalent  of  2.75
yards  of  fabric,  but
without  the  work  of
measuring and cutting
each piece individually.
The name "layer cake"
is a playful nod to the
s t a c k e d ,  t i e r e d
appearance  of  the
fabric  squares  when
t h e y  a r e  p i l e d

together, resembling a
delicious  dessert.  This
pre-cut  format  allows
quilters to skip one of
the most tedious parts
of the quilting process
and  dive  straight  into
the  creative  fun  of
piecing and design.

THE HISTORY AND
POPULARITY OF
LAYER CAKES IN
QUILTING

The concept of pre-cut
f a b r i c s  g a i n e d
momentum in the early
2 0 0 0 s  a s  f a b r i c
manufacturers  sought
to make quilting more
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d
efficient.  While  charm
packs (5-inch squares)
and jelly rolls (2.5-inch
strips)  were  already
popular, the layer cake
filled a unique niche. It
offered a larger canvas
for  showcasing  bold
prints  and  dramatic
patterns,  making  it
ideal  for  projects  like
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l a p  q u i l t s ,  t a b l e
runners,  and  even
garment  sewing.  The
popularity of the layer
cake  grew  quick ly
because it addressed a
common  pain  point:
cutting large quantities
of  fabric  accurately.
For  many  qui lters,
especially  those  just
starting out,  cutting a
straight,  precise  10-
i nch  squa re  f r om
y a r d a g e  c a n  b e
challenging  without  a
quality  rotary  cutter,
ru ler ,  and  mat.  By
prov id ing  pre-cut
perfection, layer cakes
eliminated this  hurdle,
allowing  quilters  to
focus  on  design  and
stitching.  Today,  they
are  a  staple  in  quilt
shops  and  on l i ne
marketplaces,  with
n e w  c o l l e c t i o n s
released seasonally  to
m a t c h  t h e  l a t e s t
trends.

What
Makes a
Layer
Cake
Different
from
Other
Pre-Cuts?
To  fully  appreciate
what is a layer cake
in quilting, it helps to
compare  it  to  other
c o m m o n  p r e - c u t
bundles. A charm pack,
for  instance,  offers  5-
inch  squares,  perfect
for smaller blocks and
intricate  patchwork.  A
jelly  roll  provides  2.5-
inch  strips,  ideal  for
strip  piecing  and  rail
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fence  patterns.  A  fat
quarter  is  a  quarter-
yard  cut  measuring
r o u g h l y  1 8  b y  2 2
inches,  offering  more
flexibility  for  larger
cuts.  The  layer  cake
sits comfortably in the
middle:  larger  than  a
charm pack but smaller
than  a  fat  quarter,
making  it  perfect  for
10-inch  quilt  blocks,
quick  lap  quilts,  and
projects  that  benefit
from  larger  fabr ic
patches.  Its  size  also
makes  it  particularly
well-suited for modern,
minimalist  designs
where  negative  space
and  bold  motifs  take
center  stage.  Because
t h e  s q u a r e s  a r e
already  perfectly  cut,
you  can  create  a  full
quilt top in a fraction of
the time it would take
using yardage.

HOW TO USE A

LAYER CAKE:
PROJECT IDEAS
AND TECHNIQUES

N o w  t h a t  y o u
understand what is a
l a y e r  c a k e  i n
quilting, you might be
wondering how to put
i t  t o  u s e .  T h e
possibilities  are nearly
endless,  but  here  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
popular  ways  quilters
incorporate layer cakes
into their projects.

Simple
Patchwor
k Quilts
One of the easiest and
m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g
projects  is  a  simple
patchwork  quilt.  By
simply sewing the 10-
inch  squares  together
in  a  g r id ,  you  can
create  a  beautiful,
modern  quilt  top  in  a
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m a t t e r  o f  h o u r s .
Depending  on  the
number  of  squares,
you can make a baby
quilt  (using around 20
squares)  or  a  larger
throw quilt  (using  the
full  42  squares).  The
key  is  to  arrange  the
squares  in  a  layout
that pleases your eye,
balancing  light  and
d a r k  p r i n t s  a n d
distributing  colors
evenly.  This  approach
is perfect for beginners
and for those who want
a  q u i c k ,  n o - f u s s
project.

Half-
Square
Triangles
(HSTs)
Half-square  triangles
are  a  fundamental
quilting technique, and

layer cakes make them
incredibly easy. Simply
p a i r  t w o  1 0 - i n c h
squares  right  sides
t o g e t h e r ,  d r a w  a
diagonal line, and sew
a  quar ter - inch  on
either  side.  Cut  along
the drawn line, and you
h a v e  t w o  l a r g e
triangle-square  units.
These can be trimmed
down  to  9.5-inch  or
smaller  blocks  and
combined in  countless
arrangements.  The
generous  starting  size
o f  t h e  l a y e r  c a k e
means you can create
large,  dramatic  HSTs
t h a t  m a k e  a  r e a l
s t a t e m e n t .  T h i s
technique  opens  the
d o o r  t o  e n d l e s s
patterns,  from  simple
pinwheels  to  complex
geometric designs.

Layer
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Cake and
Charm
Pack
Combinat

ions
For  added  variety,
l a y e r  c a k e s  p a i r
beautifully  with  charm
packs.  You can use  a
layer  cake  for  large
focal  b locks  and  a
charm pack for smaller
accent  squares  or
b o r d e r s .  T h i s
combination allows you
to  create  depth  and
interest  in  your  quilt
without  overwhelming
t h e  d e s i g n .  F o r
example, alternating a
10-inch block with four
5-inch  charm  squares
arranged  in  a  nine-
patch pattern creates a
striking  contrast  in

scale  and  texture.
M a n y  f a b r i c
manufacturers  release
coordinated collections
that  include both pre-
cut  sizes,  making  it
e a s y  t o  b u i l d  a
cohesive  project.

Modern
Minimalis
t Quilts
Layer cakes are also a
favorite  for  modern
qui l ters  who  favor
clean  lines,  negative
space,  and large-scale
prints.  Because  the
squares are large, they
s h o w c a s e  f a b r i c
designs  beautifully.
You  can  intersperse
layer  cake  squares
with  sol id  white  or
neutral fabric to create
a  contemporary  look.
This technique is often
used in "builder" quilts,
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where solid blocks are
combined  with  pieced
blocks  to  create  a
custom  design.  The
speed  of  assembly
makes  these  projects
ideal  for  last-minute
gifts  or  charity  quilts.

TIPS FOR
WORKING WITH
LAYER CAKES

Even  though  layer
cakes  are  pre-cut,
there  are  a  few  tips
and  tricks  to  ensure
success in your quilting
journey.  First,  always
measure  your  layer
cake  squares  before
y o u  b e g i n .  W h i l e
manufacturers  strive
for  precision,  slight
variations  can  occur
d u e  t o  c u t t i n g  o r
storage.  If  you  find
your  squares  are  not
perfectly  10  inches,
you may need to trim
t h e m  d o w n  t o  a
uniform  size  (such  as
9.75  inches)  before

sewing. Second, handle
your  layer  cake  with
care. The squares can
s h i f t  o r  b e c o m e
creased  if  not  stored
flat,  so keep them in a
cool,  dry  place  and
press them gently with
a  warm  iron  before
use.  Third,  consider
pre-wash ing  your
fab r i c s  i f  you  a re
conce rned  abou t
shrinkage,  though
many quilters skip this
step  with  pre-cuts  to
avoid  fraying.  Finally,
e m b r a c e  t h e
coordination.  One  of
the biggest advantages
of a layer cake is that
the  fabric  selection  is
already  curated  for
you, so trust the color
story  and  enjoy  the
process.

WHERE TO FIND
QUALITY LAYER
CAKES

Layer cakes are widely
available  from  major
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fabric  manufacturers
such  as  Moda,  Riley
Blake, Robert Kaufman,
and Tula Pink. You can
find them at  local  quilt
shops,  online  fabric
r e t a i l e r s ,  a n d
marketplaces like Etsy
o r  Amazon .  When
shopping, look for layer
cakes  that  include  a
variety of prints from a
single  collection,  as
these will offer the best
c o h e s i o n .  S o m e
manufacturers  also
offer  "layer  cake
bundles"  that  include
coordinating  solids  or
blenders,  adding  even
more versatility. Prices
vary depending on the
designer  and  fabric
quality, but a standard
layer  cake  typically
ranges from $30 to $50
USD.  Considering  the
time  and  effort  saved,
this  is  a  worthwhile
investment  for  any
quilter.

COMMON
QUESTIONS ABOUT
LAYER CAKES

I f  y o u  a r e  s t i l l
wondering  what  is  a
l a y e r  c a k e  i n
quilting  and  whether
it is right for you, here
are  answers  to  some
f requent l y  asked
questions.

Can you
wash
layer
cake
squares
before
using



What Is A Layer Cake In Quilting 9

9

them?
Yes, you can, but it is
not  always  necessary.
Pre-washing can cause
fraying  and  make  the
squares harder to work
with. If you do choose
to  wash,  place  the
squares  in  a  mesh
laundry bag and use a
gentle  cycle.  Press
them  carefully  while
still  slightly  damp  to
minimize wrinkles.

How
many
layer
cakes do
I need for

a quilt?
This  depends  on  the
size  of  your  quilt.  A
single  layer  cake  (42
squares)  can  make  a
lap  quilt  measuring
about 50 by 60 inches
if  sewn  in  a  simple
grid.  For  a  twin-size
quilt,  you  might  need
two layer cakes. For a
queen or king, three or
more may be required.
A lways  check  the
pattern you plan to use
for  specific
requirements.

Can I mix
layer
cakes
from
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different
collection

s?
Absolutely.  Mixing
l a y e r  c a k e s  f r o m
different  collections
can  create  a  unique,
eclect ic  look.  Just
ensure  that  the  scale
of  the  prints  and  the
overall  color  palette
are harmonious.  Using
a neutral or solid fabric
as  a  unifying  element
can help tie everything
together.

What is
the
differenc

e
between
a layer
cake and
a ten-inch
square?
In  practice,  they  are
the same thing. "Layer
cake" is a trademarked
term by Moda Fabrics,
w h i l e  o t h e r
manufacturers may call
their  10-inch  square
bundles  "ten- inch
squares"  or  "10-inch
stackers."  A lways
check  the  product
description  to  confirm
the size and number of
squares included.

CONCLUSION:
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EMBRACE THE
LAYER CAKE

In the world of quilting,
efficiency  and
creativity  often  go
hand  in  hand.  The
layer  cake  perfectly
embodies this balance,
offering  quilters  a
shortcut  to  beautiful,
professional-looking
results.  By  now,  you
have a clear answer to
what is a layer cake
in quilting: it is a pre-
cut  bundle  of  10-inch
fabric  squares  that
saves  time,  reduces
waste,  and  unlocks  a
wide  range  of  project

possibilities.  Whether
you are creating a cozy
lap  quilt  for  a  loved
one,  experimenting
w i t h  h a l f - s q u a r e
triangles, or diving into
modern  minimalist
design, the layer cake
is a versatile and joyful
tool. So next time you
visit  your  local  quilt
shop or browse online,
consider  picking  up  a
layer  cake.  Let  the
curated  colors  and
patterns  inspire  you,
and discover  how this
simple  pre-cut  can
transform your quilting
experience.  Happy
stitching!


