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WHY THE DVD OF
THE BEST EXOTIC
MARIGOLD HOTEL
REMAINS A
TIMELESS
TREASURE

I n  a  c i n e m a t i c
l a n d s c a p e  o f t e n
dominated  by  fast-
paced  ac t i on  and
special  effects,  Dvd
The  Best  Exot i c
M a r i g o l d  H o t e l
stands  as  a  gentle,
h e a r t w a r m i n g
reminder of the power
of  storytelling.  This
British  comedy-drama,
d i r e c t e d  b y  J o h n

Madden  and  released
in  2011,  captured  the
hearts  of  audiences
worldwide  with  i ts
charming narrative and
stellar  ensemble  cast.
The  film  follows  a
g r o u p  o f  B r i t i s h
retirees who, seeking a
more  affordable  and
vibrant  retirement,
relocate to a seemingly
luxur ious  hote l  in
Jaipur, India. What they
find  is  a  dilapidated
establishment  run  by
the  optimist ic  and
endlessly  energetic
Sonny  Kapoor,  played
w i t h  i n f e c t i o u s
enthusiasm  by  Dev
Patel.  For  those  who
h a v e  n o t  y e t
experienced  this  film,

https://evoluir.abar.org.br/


2

2 Dvd The Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel

2023-12-10

or for fans who want to
relive  its  magic,  the
DVD  edition  offers  a
comprehensive  and
satisfying  viewing
experience  that  goes
far  beyond  the  main
feature.

The
Allure of
the Story:
A Journey
of Self-
Discovery
at Any
Age
At its  core,  The Best
Exot ic  Mar igold
Hotel  is  a  film  about
second  chances.  Each
character  arrives  in

I n d i a  c a r r y i n g  a
specific  burden:
widowhood,  financial
ruin, a search for a lost
love, or the simple fear
of becoming irrelevant.
T h e  s c r e e n p l a y ,
adapted  by  Ol  Parker
f r o m  D e b o r a h
Moggach's novel These
Foolish Things, weaves
these individual stories
into a rich tapestry of
human  emotion.  The
film resonates because
it refuses to accept the
premise that life slows
down  a f te r  s i x ty ;
instead,  it  suggests
that  adventure  and
personal  growth  are
available at any stage
of life.
The  performances  are
uniformly  excellent.
J u d i  D e n c h  p l a y s
Evelyn  Greenslade,  a
recent widow who has
never  managed  a
household  budget,  let
alone her own life. Her
quiet  transformation
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from  vulnerability  to
confident
independence is one of
the  film's  greatest
pleasures.  Bill  Nighy
and  Penelope  Wilton
play Douglas and Jean
Ainslie,  a long-married
c o u p l e  w h o s e
relationship  is  tested
by  the  move.  Maggie
Smith,  in  a  scene-
stealing  role,  portrays
Muriel  Donnel ly,  a
retired  housekeeper
with  deeply  ingrained
p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  a
physical  ailment  that
forces  her  to  confront
her  own  beliefs.  Tom
W i l k i n s o n  p l a y s
Graham  Dashwood,  a
ret ired  High  Court
judge  with  a  secret
from his youth in India.
These actors, alongside
Celia  Imrie,  Ronald
Pickup,  and  the  late
Diana Hardcastle, bring
a  level  of  depth  and
nuance  that  elevates
the  material.

Visual
and
Cultural
Richness:
India as a
Character
One of the remarkable
aspects  of  the  film  is
how it  uses  India  not
merely  as  a  backdrop
b u t  a s  a  l i v i n g ,
breathing  character  in
the  story.  The  vibrant
colours,  the  chaotic
streets  of  Jaipur,  the
serene landscapes, and
t h e  m a j e s t i c
a r c h i t e c t u r e  a r e
captured beautifully on
screen.  Watching  the
Dvd The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel allows
t h e  v i e w e r  t o
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
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cinematography  by
Ben  Dav i s  in  h igh
definition  (depending
on the edition) and the
careful  attention  to
detail in the production
design.
The film walks a careful
l i n e  b e t w e e n
celebrating  Indian
c u l t u r e  a n d
acknowledging  the
c u l t u r e  s h o c k
experienced  by  the
n e w c o m e r s .  I t
highlights the contrasts
between the West and
the  East ,  between
efficiency  and  chaos,
a n d  b e t w e e n
indiv idual ism  and
community.  The script
h a n d l e s  t h e s e
contrasts with humour
and  empathy,  never
r e s o r t i n g  t o
s te reo types .  The
j o u r n e y  o f  t h e
characters, particularly
Evelyn's  discovery  of
the call  centre culture
and  Muriel's  reluctant

acceptance of the local
staff,  feels  authentic
and  earned.

Why the
DVD
Format
Still
Matters
for This
Film
In  an  age  of  digital
streaming,  one  might
ask  why  seeking  out
the  Dvd  The  Best
Exot ic  Mar igold
Hotel  is  worthwhile.
The answer lies in the
tangible  connection
and  the  wea l th  o f
supplemental  material
that  DVDs  provide.
Streaming  services
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often offer the film and
l i t t le  e lse.  A  DVD,
however,  is  a  curated
package  designed  to
deepen  the  viewer's
appreciat ion.  The
physical  disc  offers  a
reliable,  high-quality
copy of  the film that is
not  dependent  on  an
internet  connection.
For  fans  of  c lassic
cinema  or  those  who
appreciate  the  human
stories  behind  the
s c e n e s ,  t h e  D V D
format  prov ides  a
sense of ownership and
permanence  tha t
st reaming  cannot
replicate.

Special
Features
and

Bonus
Content
A significant advantage
of  owning  Dvd  The
Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel is the access to
bonus  features.  While
specific  content  may
vary  by  region  and
edition,  most  releases
i n c l u d e  a  r o b u s t
selection of extras that
provide insight into the
filmmaking process.

BEHIND THE
SCENES: THE
MAKING OF THE
MARIGOLD

T h i s  f e a t u r e t t e
typically takes viewers
on  location  to  Jaipur
a n d  U d a i p u r .  I t
s h o w c a s e s  t h e
incredible  work  of  the
production  team  in
t r a n s f o r m i n g  a
dilapidated palace into
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the  fictional  Marigold
Hotel.  Interviews  with
director  John  Madden
and the cast reveal the
challenges of filming in
a  bustling  Indian  city,
the  camaraderie  that
developed  among  the
a c t o r s ,  a n d  t h e
i m p r o v i s a t i o n a l
moments that made it
into  the  final  cut.  You
get to see how the "old
hands"  (as  the  cast
affectionately  called
themselves)  bonded
over long dinners and
shared experiences.

CASTING THE
ENSEMBLE

A  dedicated  segment
often  explores  the
casting  process.  The
film  boasts  one  of  the
m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e
ensembles  of  British
act ing  ta lent  ever
a s s e m b l e d .  T h i s
feature highlights  how
the roles were tailored
to the actors and how

e a c h  p e r f o r m e r
brought  their  unique
energy to  the project.
I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
interesting to hear Dev
Patel  discuss  working
opposi te  t i tans  of
British  cinema  as  a
relatively  young  actor.

AUDIO
COMMENTARY

Many  editions  of  the
Dvd The Best Exotic
M a r i g o l d  H o t e l
i n c l u d e  a n  a u d i o
commentary track with
J o h n  M a d d e n  o r
members  of  the  cast.
L i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e
director  discuss  the
thematic  choices,  the
framing  of  shots,  and
t h e  s u b t l e
performances  adds  a
layer of understanding
to  the  film.  It  is  like
having  a  film  school
lecture delivered by a
master  storyteller,
making the rewatch a
completely  different
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PHOTO GALLERY
AND DELETED
SCENES

Deleted  scenes  offer  a
glimpse  into  what  did
not  make  the  final
theatrical  cut.  Often,
these  scenes  provide
additional  context  for
character  decisions  or
explore  subplots  that
were  t r immed  fo r
pacing.  The  photo
gallery, meanwhile, is a
visual  treat,  featuring
b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s
cand id  sho t s  and
promotional  stills  that
capture  the  vibrant
atmosphere  of  the
production.

The
Enduring

Themes
That
Resonate
with
Viewers
What  makes  the  Dvd
The  Best  Exot i c
Marigold  Hotel  a
valuable  addition  to
any home library is the
enduring  relevance  of
its  themes.  The  film
tackles  ageism  head-
on.  In  a  society  that
often marginalises  the
elderly,  the  movie
argues  that  vitality,
cur ios i ty ,  and  the
capacity for love do not
diminish with age. The
characters  in  the  film
are  not  caricatures;
they are fully  realised
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h
desires,  regrets,  and
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futures.
The  film  also  explores
the  concept  of  home.
What does it  mean to
leave  every th ing
familiar  behind?  The
characters  grapple
with this question, and
their  answers  vary.
Some find a new home
in  India,  while  others
realise  that  home  is
not a place but a state
of mind. This universal
t h e m e  s p e a k s  t o
anyone  who  has  ever
felt  displaced  or  who
has  considered  taking
a leap of faith into the
unknown.
Furthermore,  the  film
c e l e b r a t e s
multiculturalism  and
the  breaking  down  of
barriers.  The  initial
mistrust  and prejudice
exhibited  by  some
characters  gradually
g i v e  w a y  t o
understanding  and
f r i e n d s h i p .  T h e
relationship  between

S o n n y  a n d  h i s
traditional mother, and
his  romance  with  the
fiery  Sunaina  (Tena
Desae),  adds  another
l a y e r  o f  c u l t u r a l
t e n s i o n  a n d
reconciliation.  The  film
suggests  that  while
differences  exist,
common humanity is a
stronger force.

Soundtra
ck and
Atmosph
ere
One cannot discuss the
appeal  of  The  Best
Exot ic  Mar igold
H o t e l  w i t h o u t
m e n t i o n i n g  i t s
soundtrack. The music,
composed  by  Thomas
N e w m a n ,  b l e n d s
tradi t ional  Ind ian
ins t ruments  w i th
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Western  orchestration.
The  result  is  a  score
that  feels  both  exotic
and  familiar,  perfectly
complementing  the
visual  experience.  The
DVD  format  offers  the
best  audio  quality  for
appreciating this score,
especially when played
t h r o u g h  a  h o m e
theatre  system.  The
sound  of  r ickshaw
horns,  temple  bells,
and  street  vendors,
mixed  with  Newman's
evocative  melodies,
immerses  the  viewer
fully in the world of the
Marigold.

A Sequels
Worth
Mentionin
g: The

Journey
Continues
For  those  who  enjoy
the first  film,  Dvd The
Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel  is  of ten  the
gateway  to  the  2015
sequel,  The  Second
Best  Exotic  Marigold
Hotel. While the sequel
expands  on  the  story
and  introduces  new
characters  (including
Richard Gere), it is the
original  that  holds  a
special  place  in  the
hearts  of  fans.  The
DVD  of  the  first  film  is
essent ia l  v iewing
before  diving  into  the
s e q u e l ,  a s  i t
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
baseline  for  all  the
character  arcs.  The
sequel  builds  on  the
foundation laid by the
first  film,  and
understanding  the
nuances of the original
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makes  the  sequel  far
more rewarding.

Collecting
the Film:
Editions
and Value
When  searching  for
Dvd The Best Exotic
Mar igo ld  Hote l ,
collectors  may  find
various editions. There
is the standard single-
disc  release,  the  two-
disc  collector's  edition
(which often includes a
digital copy or a bonus
d i s c  w i t h  m o r e
features), and in some
regions,  a  Blu-ray
combo pack. For those
wi thout  a  B lu - ray
player,  the  standard
DVD provides excellent
picture  quality.  The
value  of  owning  the
D V D  l i e s  i n  i t s

permanence.  Unlike
streaming rights, which
can  expire  and  move
between  platforms,  a
DVD is forever yours.
Physical  copies  can
often be found second-
hand at  charity  shops
or online marketplaces,
making it an affordable
luxury. For film clubs or
community  groups
focusing on themes of
aging,  migration,  or
British  cinema,  having
a  p h y s i c a l  c o p y
e n s u r e s  t h a t  a
screening  can  happen
on  schedule  without
reliance on technology
or internet bandwidth.

Critical
Reception
and
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Legacy
Upon its  release,  The
Best Exotic Marigold
H o t e l  r e c e i v e d
general ly  posit ive
reviews. Critics praised
the  act ing  and  the
film's  warm-hearted
t o n e .  I t  w a s  a
commercial  success,
grossing  over  $136
mi l l ion  wor ldwide
aga ins t  a  modes t
budget of  $10 million.
The  film's  success
surprised many in the
industry,  proving  that
there  is  a  substantial
audience  for  stories
about  older  adults.  It
challenged Hollywood's
obsession  with  youth
and  opened  the  door
for  more  films
featuring  senior  casts.
The  legacy  of  the  film
is that it  changed the
conversation  about
what  kinds  of  stories
can  be  successful  at

the box office.
The  film  also  had  a
tangible  impact  on
t o u r i s m .  T r a v e l
agencies  reported  an
increase in bookings to
India,  specifically
Ja ipur ,  f rom  older
British  and  American
travellers  inspired  by
t h e  m o v i e .  T h e
"Marigold  Effect"
b e c a m e  a  r e a l
phenomenon, with tour
operators  creating
packages that followed
the  itinerary  of  the
film's  characters.

CONCLUSION: A
STORY THAT
GROWS WITH
EVERY VIEWING

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,
purchasing  Dvd  The
Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel is more than just
buying  a  film;  it  is
acquiring  a  piece  of
heartwarming  cinema
that  offers  comfort,
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laughter, and profound
insight into the human
condition.  The  DVD
format  enhances  the
experience with bonus
features  that  enrich
understanding,  while
the  film  itself  remains
a  testament  to  the
p o w e r  o f  g r e a t
s t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d
exceptional  acting.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
revisiting  the  film  for

the  fifth  time  or
discovering  it  for  the
first  time,  the  journey
to the Marigold Hotel is
one that promises joy,
reflection,  and  a
renewed  appreciation
for life's second acts. It
is  a  film  that  reminds
u s  t h a t  t h e  b e s t
adventures often begin
when we least  expect
them,  and  that  it  is
never too late to start
over.


