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THE TIMELESS
WISDOM OF THE
LITTLE PRINCE BY
ANTOINE DE
SAINT-EXUPERY

On the surface, The
Little Prince by
Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry appears to be
a children’s story. Yet
since its publication in
1943, this slender
volume has captivated
readers of all ages with
its profound reflections
on love, loss,
friendship, and the

absurdities of the adult
world. Translated into
over 300 languages
and dialects, it is one
of the best-selling
books ever written,
cherished for its
delicate illustrations
and deceptively simple
narrative. But what is it
about this tale of a
pilot stranded in the
desert and a golden-
haired boy from a
distant asteroid that
continues to resonate
so deeply? The answer
lies in its ability to
speak to the child that
still lives within every
adult, reminding us of
what we have


https://evoluir.abar.org.br/

forgotten in our rush to
become “grown-up.”

This article explores
the layers of meaning
in The Little Prince,
examining its creation,
its memorable
characters, its timeless
themes, and why it
remains essential
reading for anyone
searching for clarity in
a complicated world.

THE STORY
BEHIND THE
STORY: A PILOT’S
WARTIME
ALLEGORY

To understand The
Little Prince by
Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry, it helps to
know the man who
wrote it. Saint-Exupéry
was a pioneering
aviator, a war hero,
and a writer who
experienced firsthand
the vastness of the sky
and the fragility of

human life. In 1940,
fleeing  Nazi-occupied
France, he arrived in
New York, disillusioned
and homesick. It was
during this exile that
he wrote his most
famous work, weaving
together his own
experiences as a pilot
with a deeply personal
allegory about what
truly matters.

The narrator, a pilot
who crashes in the
Sahara Desert, is
clearly based on Saint-
Exupéry himself. The
little prince, who
appears mysteriously
and asks for a drawing
of a sheep, represents
a kind of innocence
and wisdom that the
adult world has lost.
The book was
published in both
English and French in
1943, just a year
before Saint-Exupéry
disappeared on a
reconnaissance flight
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over the
Mediterranean. This
knowledge adds a
poignant layer to the
story: the author, like
his narrator, was
seeking meaning in a
world torn apart by
war.

PLOT SUMMARY
AND KEY
CHARACTERS: A
JOURNEY
THROUGH
ASTEROIDS

The narrative frame is
simple. After his plane
malfunctions, a pilot
meets a strange little
boy in the desert. Over
eight days, the little
prince recounts his
journey from his home
asteroid, B-612, to
Earth. Along the way,
he visits six other
asteroids, each
inhabited by a single
adult whose behavior
reflects a particular

human flaw.

The
Inhabitan
ts of the
Asteroids

e The King: A
monarch who
claims to rule
over everything
but commands
only what
already happens.
He represents
the human thirst
for authority and
control.

e The Conceited
Man: He craves
admiration and
can only hear
praise. He
symbolizes
vanity and the
need for external
validation.

e The Drunkard:



He drinks to
forget that he is
ashamed of
drinking. This
circular logic
illustrates the
trap of addiction
and guilt.

e The
Businessman:
He constantly
counts stars,
claiming to own
them. He
represents greed
and the
meaningless
accumulation of
wealth.

e The
Lamplighter:
He blindly follows
orders to light
and extinguish
his lamp every
minute, even as
his planet spins
faster. He
symbolizes
pointless duty
and a lack of
reflection.

e The
Geographer: He
records
mountains and
oceans but never
explores them.
He stands for
theoretical
knowledge
divorced from
experience.

Each encounter is a
miniature satire of
adult behavior. The
little prince finds them
all “very odd.” Only the
lamplighter earns his
respect because he is
faithful to his task,
however absurd.

Key
Relations
hips on
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Earth

Once on Earth, the
little prince meets
several important
figures. The snake
speaks in riddles and
offers a way to return
to his star. The echo in
the mountains
disappoints him
because it only repeats
what he says. Then he
finds a garden of roses,
which shatters his
belief that his own rose
is unique in the
universe. His tears of
disappointment lead
him to the fox, who
teaches him the most
profound lesson of the
book: “What s
essential is invisible to
the eye.” The fox
explains that taming
creates bonds, and
through that bond, his
rose becomes unique
in all the world. Finally,
the little prince meets

a railway switchman
and a merchant selling
thirst-quenching pills,
both highlighting the
pointless haste of
human life.

MAJOR THEMES
EXPLORED: LOVE,
RESPONSIBILITY,
AND SEEING WITH
THE HEART

Love and
Taming

Central to The Little
Prince by Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry is the
concept of “taming” —
establishing ties. The
fox’'s lesson is the
emotional core of the
book: love is not about
possessing, but about
creating bonds through
time, patience, and
ritual. When you tame
something, you
become responsible for




it forever. This idea is
summed up in the
famous line: “It is the
time you have wasted
for your rose that
makes your rose so
important.” Love is an
act of investment, not
a passive feeling.

The
Absurdity
of Adult
Logic

Through the eyes of
the little prince, the
author critiques the
way adults measure
success: by numbers,
ownership, and rules.
The businessman
counts stars he never
sees; the geographer
never visits the places

understand his
drawings. Saint-
Exupéry suggests that
we lose our sense of
wonder when we grow
up, trading imagination
for practicality. The
book is a gentle but
persistent call to
question the priorities
of the “sensible” world.

Looking
with the

Heart

The most quoted line
from the book — “What
is essential is invisible

to the eye” — is not
just poetic; it is a
philosophical

statement. The little
prince sees the pilot’s
drawing of a sheep
inside a box, while
adults see only a box.

he describes. The ,

pilot’s own adult H.e can recolgnlze the
friends cannot pilot's loneliness and
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the snake’s danger,
not through logic but
through empathy. The
story encourages us to
look beyond
appearances, to trust
our intuition, and to
value emotional truth
over superficial facts.

LITERARY
TECHNIQUES AND
STYLE: SIMPLICITY
CARRYING DEPTH

Saint-Exupéry’s prose
is deceptively simple.
Short sentences,
repetitive structures,
and childlike diction
allow deep ideas to
penetrate without
pretension. The
watercolor illustrations,
drawn by the author
himself, are integral to
the text; they are not
decorations but part of
the narrative. For
instance, the picture of
the boa constrictor
digesting an elephant
— which adults

mistake for a hat —
sets up the central
theme of
misunderstanding
between perspectives.

Allegory and
symbolism are
everywhere. The
desert represents

isolation and the space
for reflection. The well
in the desert is hope
and the joy of
meaningful discovery.
The stars become
laughing bells because
the little prince lives on
one of them. Every
element serves a
purpose, making the
book compact yet
endlessly interpretable.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND ENDURING
LEGACY

Since its release, The
Little Prince by
Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry has become
a cultural touchstone.



It has been adapted

into films, stage
productions, operas,
and even a Netflix

animated series. Its
guotes adorn posters,
coffee mugs, and social
media profiles. The
book is often cited in
discussions of
existentialism and
philosophy, despite
being marketed as a
children’s story.

Notably, the story has
been used in therapy
and education. Its
themes of loss, grief,
and coming to terms
with absence resonate
with readers who have
experienced

separation. The little
prince’'s departure —
his voluntary death by
snakebite — s
portrayed not as an
end but as a return
home, a gentle
metaphor for mortality.
This has made the
book a source of

comfort for many.

The asteroid B-612 has
even found a place in
astronomy: the French
asteroid 2578 Saint-
Exupéry and the moon
crater Saint-Exupéry
honor the author.
Meanwhile, the little
prince appears on
French 50-franc notes
and statues around the
world, a testament to
his enduring grip on
our collective
imagination.

WHY ADULTS
SHOULD REREAD
THE LITTLE PRINCE

Many  people first
encounter The Little
Prince by Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry in
childhood, but the book
truly reveals its
brilliance upon adult
rereading. An adult can
appreciate the satire of
the businessman who
counts stars,
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recognizing modern
workaholism or
consumerism. The
lamplighter's plight
mirrors the rat race of
endless obligations.
The geographer’s
refusal to explore
stands for lives lived
through screens and
reports rather than
direct experience.

Moreover, the story
offers a framework for
dealing with loss. The
little prince leaves his
body but promises that
when the pilot looks at
the stars, he will hear
laughter — because on
one of those stars, his
friend lives. This is a
powerful metaphor for
how we can keep loved
ones alive through
memory and meaning.
It teaches that
farewells are not final if
we change the way we
see the world.

Practical
Lessons
for
Modern
Life

e Slow down: The
little prince
never hurries. He
values the time
spent watering
his rose, cleaning
his volcanoes,
and watching
sunsets.

e Value
relationships
over things:
The fox teaches
that connection
is built through
deliberate time,
not efficiency.

e Question
authority: Every
adult the prince



meets is stuck in
a self-created
prison of rules.
The book
encourages
critical thinking.
Embrace
playfulness:
The prince
laughs at the
pilot’s drawings
and the stars.
Play is not
childish; it is a
way of engaging
with life.
Accept
vulnerability:
The prince cries,
feels lonely, and
admits he loves a
fragile rose.
Strength comes
from honesty,
not armor.

CONCLUSION: A
STAR THAT
CONTINUES TO
SHINE

10

The Little Prince by

Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry is far more
than a quaint
children’s fable. It is a
mirror held up to
humanity, reflecting
our absurdities, our
loneliness, and our
capacity for deep love.
In a world that often
prizes speed,
accumulation, and
surface-level success,
the little prince’s
message is a quiet
rebellion: slow down,
care for the things you
have tamed, and see
with your heart.
Whether you are
reading it for the first
time or the fiftieth, this
little book offers
something new — a
reminder of the child
you once were, and the
person you still have
the chance to become.
As the prince says, “All
grown-ups were once
children... but only few
of them remember it.”
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Perhaps the greatest gift of this story is that
it helps us remember.
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