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THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO
FINDING A BUSINESS BY
ADDRESS

Whether you are a sales professional
planning a territory visit, a consumer
verifying a local shop, or a small
business owner researching competitors,
the ability to find a business by
address is a fundamental skill in the
digital age. Address-based lookup is
more than just a convenience—it
provides a direct link between a physical
location and the organization that
operates there. In an era where online
information can be fragmented or
outdated, knowing how to accurately
locate a company using its street
address ensures that you reach the right
destination, contact the correct entity,
and make informed decisions based on
verified data.

This article explores the most effective
methods to locate a business by
address, the tools available for reverse
lookups, and how to ensure the
information you gather is both current
and reliable. We will cover everything
from free public directories to
specialized reverse search services,
while also discussing practical
applications for consumers,
entrepreneurs, and market researchers.
By the end, you will have a clear
roadmap for using an address as a
starting point to uncover detailed
information about virtually any business.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCATING
BUSINESSES BY ADDRESS

For Everyday
Consumers

When you need to visit a specific store,
restaurant, or service provider, finding
its exact physical location is essential.
An address helps you navigate, confirm
operating hours, and even check
whether the business is legitimate
before making a trip. For online shoppers
who want to pick up items locally, being
able to find a company by address
allows you to verify that the storefront
matches what is advertised. This is
especially useful for avoiding scams or
dealing with businesses that operate
from residential addresses without
proper licensing.

For Sales and
Marketing
Professionals

Sales representatives often need to plan
efficient routes to wvisit ~multiple
prospects in a single day. By using
address-based lookups, they can group
leads by geographic area, reducing
travel time and costs. Similarly,
marketing teams analyzing competitor
density can use address data to
understand market saturation. Knowing
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helps in identifying gaps in service
coverage or areas ripe for expansion.

For Service
Providers and
Delivery
Companies

Delivery drivers, field service
technicians, and logistics coordinators
rely on accurate address information to
ensure packages and services reach the
correct business. A single address error
can lead to missed deliveries, wasted
fuel, and frustrated customers. Using a
reliable method to search for a
business using an address minimizes
these risks and improves operational
efficiency.

For Background
Checks and

Verification

Landlords, investors, and even job
recruiters sometimes need to verify the
existence of a registered business at a
given address. This can confirm that a
company is properly registered, that its
physical presence matches its claims,
and that no fraudulent activity is linked
to the location. Address lookup tools can
reveal whether a business shares an
address with other entities, which is
common in co-working spaces or multi-
tenant buildings.

ADDRESS: METHODS AND TOOLS

There are multiple ways to locate a
business starting from a street address.
Each method has its strengths, and
combining several often yields the most
accurate results. Below are the primary
approaches.

Online Mapping
Services

Google Maps is the most popular tool for
address-based business searches.
Simply enter the full address into the
search bar, and Google Maps will display
the location on a map along with any
businesses listed at that address. You
can then click on the business name to
see details such as phone number,
website, hours, and customer reviews.
Apple Maps and Bing Maps offer similar
functionality. These services are free and
updated frequently through user
contributions and official data feeds.

Local Business
Directories

Dedicated directories like Yelp, Yellow
Pages, and Foursquare allow you to
search for businesses by location. You
can enter an address and then filter
results by category (e.g., restaurants,
dentists, plumbers). These platforms
often include photos, user ratings, and
verified contact details. For a more
comprehensive search, you can use find
a business by address features on
sites like Merchant Circle or Manta,
which also list home-based and small
businesses that may not appear on large
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maps.

Reverse Address
Lookup Websites

Reverse address lookup services are
specifically designed to answer the
guestion: "What business is at this
address?" Websites like Whitepages,
BeenVerified, Spokeo, and Intelius allow
you to input a street address and receive
a list of associated businesses and
residents. Some services are free but
limited, while premium versions provide
detailed reports including ownership
history, business registration numbers,
and even criminal records related to the
property. These are powerful tools but
should be used ethically and in
compliance with privacy laws.

Government and
Public Records

For official verification, you can turn to
government databases. The Secretary of
State website in each state maintains a
business entity search tool. By entering
the address, you can often find the
registered business name, filing status,
and principal office location. County
assessor records may show property
ownership, which can be linked to the
business operating there. City licensing
departments also maintain lists of
licensed businesses by address. These
sources are authoritative but may
require some effort to navigate.

Social Media and
Business
Websites

Many businesses list their physical
address on their Facebook page,
Linkedin company profile, or official
website. If you have a partial address or
just a street name, searching on social
media with that information can lead you
to the correct business. For example,
searching "123 Main Street" on
Facebook may show a local store's page
if they have location tagging enabled.
This method is especially useful for
newer or smaller businesses that may
not be indexed by major directories.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: USING
GOOGLE MAPS TO FIND A
BUSINESS BY ADDRESS

1. Open Google Maps in your
browser or mobile app.

2. Type the full address into the
search bar (e.g., "1600
Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain
View, CA").

3. Press Enter - the map will center
on that address. Look for a red pin
indicating the exact spot.

4. Examine the location. If a
business is registered at that
address, a label or business name
will appear on the map. Click it to
view details.

5. Use the "Nearby" feature if the
address is a general area (like a
shopping center) - search for
"restaurants near 123 Main St" to
list businesses at that address.

6. Check the business profile for
contact information, hours, and



reviews to confirm it is the entity
you are looking for.

This method works well for most
commercial addresses. For residential
addresses that house a home-based
business, Google Maps may show the
business name but not necessarily the
resident's name. In such cases,
additional tools may be needed.

LEVERAGING LOCAL BUSINESS
DIRECTORIES FOR ADDRESS-
BASED SEARCHES

While Google Maps is excellent,
specialized directories often have richer
data for specific business types. Here
are some of the most reliable directories
for address lookup:

e Yelp - Ideal for consumer-facing
businesses like restaurants,
salons, and shops. Search by
address to find establishments and
read reviews.

e Yellow Pages - Long-standing
directory with robust search filters
including address, category, and
distance.

¢ Foursquare - Useful for finding
trendy or unique spots; many
users check in with location data.

e Angie's List / Angi - Best for
service providers like plumbers,
electricians, and home
contractors. Address searches can
verify licensing and insurance.

e Better Business Bureau (BBB) -
Search by address to see
accredited businesses and their
complaint history.

When using multiple directories, cross-
reference the information. If two
directories list different business names
for the same address, it could indicate a

recent change, a shared space, or an
error. Always verify with a third source.

REVERSE ADDRESS LOOKUP: A
POWERFUL TOOL FOR
IDENTIFYING BUSINESSES

Reverse address lookup services are
specifically designed to help you locate
a business by its physical address
when you have no name to start with.
These tools aggregate public records,
phone directories, and property data to
produce a list of entities associated with
a given location.

How It Works

You enter a street address (e.g., "456
Oak Avenue, Suite 200"). The service
scans its database and returns possible
matches, which may include businesses,
residents, or property owners. Some
services also provide historical data,
showing prior businesses at the same
address. This is particularly useful for
identifying companies that have moved
or rebranded.

Trusted Reverse
Lookup Services

* Whitepages - Free basic results
with option to purchase detailed
reports.

e BeenVerified - Subscription-
based but offers comprehensive
business and resident information.

e Spokeo - Lets you search by
address and often includes social
media profiles of associated
people.

¢ Intelius - Combines public
records with business filings for a
thorough report.
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Pros and Cons

Pros: Fast, convenient, and can uncover
hidden connections such as shell
companies or owners who wish to
remain anonymous. Cons: Accuracy
varies; free versions often provide only
partial information. Additionally, some
services may have outdated data,
especially for businesses that dissolved
years ago. Privacy concerns also
exist—using these tools for harassment
or illegal purposes is prohibited.

USING GOVERNMENT DATABASES
TO VERIFY A BUSINESS ADDRESS

When you need the highest level of
accuracy, government records are the
gold standard. These databases are
maintained by official agencies and are
updated through legal filings. Here are
key resources:

» Secretary of State Business
Search - Each state offers a free

online database of registered
businesses. Search by address to
find the legal name, status, and
registered agent. This is essential
for confirming limited liability
companies (LLCs) and
corporations.

County Clerk / Assessor
Records - Property ownership
records can reveal the business
name if the owner operates from
that location. Some counties also
issue business licenses, which are
searchable by address.

City Business License
Databases - Many cities publish a
list of licensed businesses. For
example, San Francisco and New
York have online portals where you
can search by address or business
name.

US Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) - If the business
has a registered trademark with an
address, you can find it through
the USPTO database.



