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THE ENDURING
ALLURE OF THE
GOTHIC ROMANCE

Within  the  shadowy
corridors  of  musical
theatre,  few  works
capture  the  Victorian
struggle between good
and evil  as  powerfully
as Frank Wildhorn and
Leslie Bricusse's Jekyll
&  Hyde .  Among  its
most  haunting  and
beloved numbers is the
soaring  duet,  "Once
Upon  a  Dream."  For
pianists, vocalists, and

theatre  enthusiasts,
the  Once  Upon  A
Dream  Jekyll  And
Hyde  sheet  music
represents  more  than
just  a  collection  of
notes—it is a gateway
to  one  of  the  most
emotionally  charged
moments  in  the  show.
This  article  explores
t h e  m u s i c a l  a n d
dramatic  significance
of this piece, examines
the  structure  of  its
sheet music, and offers
practical  guidance  for
musicians  looking  to
perform  or  study  this
iconic song.
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THE STORY
BEHIND THE SONG

"Once Upon a Dream"
occurs early in the first
act of Jekyll & Hyde,
serving  as  the  first
m e e t i n g  a n d
immediate  romantic
connection  between
Dr.  Henry  Jekyll  and
Lucy Harris. Unlike the
d a r k ,  b r o o d i n g
numbers  that  define
much of the score, this
piece  emerges  as  a
tender, almost ethereal
moment of possibility.
Lucy, a woman of the
night  with  little  hope
f o r  h e r  f u t u r e ,
encounters  Jekyll,  an
idealistic  scientist
yearning  for  a  world
free  from  hypocrisy.
Their duet Once Upon
A Dream Jekyll  And
Hyde  sheet  music
captures  captures  a
fleeting,  dreamlike
connection  where  two
souls  recognize  each

other across the chasm
of  their  vastly  different
l ives.  The  irony,  of
course,  is  that  this
beaut i fu l  moment
stands in stark contrast
to  the  tragedy  that
u n f o l d s  a s  J e k y l l
succumbs to his darker
half.

Lyrical
and
Thematic
Depth
The  lyrics  of  "Once
Upon  a  Dream"  are
deceptively  simple.
Unlike the more overtly
dramatic  songs in  the
s h o w ,  t h i s  d u e t
whispers its  emotional
c o n t e n t  t h r o u g h
delicate  imagery  and
shared  vulnerability.
Phrases  like  "stranger
i n  a  c r o w d "  a n d
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"someone kind" reveal
the  deep  loneliness
both  characters  feel,
m a k i n g  t h e i r
connection all the more
poignant.
Understanding  this
context is essential for
any  musician  working
with the Once Upon A
Dream  Jekyll  And
Hyde  sheet  music.
The performance notes
in  published  editions
often  emphasize  the
need  for  tenderness,
restraint, and a floating
vocal quality. The song
must feel like a dream
before  the  nightmare
begins.

MUSICAL
STRUCTURE AND
COMPLEXITY OF
THE SHEET MUSIC

The  Once  Upon  A
Dream  Jekyll  And
Hyde sheet music  is
notable  for  its  lyrical,
almost  impressionistic

qual i ty  wi th in  the
broader context of the
show's more bombastic
musical  language.
Frank Wildhorn's score
for the musical blends
pop-rock  sensibilities
with classical theatrical
forms, and this duet is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
classically  influenced
numbers.

Key
Signature
and
Range
The  song  is  typically
written in the key of D-
flat major, a key known
for  i t s  warm,  lush
quality  on  the  piano.
T h e  v o c a l  r a n g e
required  is  substantial
but accessible. For the
female vocalist singing
Lucy,  the  l ine  s i ts
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primarily in the middle
to  upper  register ,
peaking at  a  soprano-
friendly high A-flat. The
male  vocal  l ine  for
Jekyll requires a strong,
warm baritone with the
ability  to  float  softly
into a higher tessitura
without forcing.
When  selecting  your
Once Upon A Dream
Jeky l l  And  Hyde
sheet  music ,  pay
careful attention to the
edition  you  choose.
Some  arrangements
are  simplified  for
intermediate  pianists,
while  others  preserve
the  ful l  orchestral
reduction,  requiring  a
m o r e  a d v a n c e d
technique  to  manage
the dynamic shifts and
d e n s e  h a r m o n i c
textures.

Harmonic
Language
and
Emotional
Impact
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
striking features of this
sheet  mus ic  i s  i t s
harmonic  progression.
T h e  s o n g  m o v e s
through  a  series  of
lush, chromatic chords
that create a sense of
y e a r n i n g  a n d
suspended  time.  The
opening  phrases  float
o v e r  g e n t l y
arpeggiated  piano
lines, while the chorus
builds  into  a  soaring
emotional release.
Musicians studying the
score  will  notice  how
W i l d h o r n  u s e s
unexpected  harmonic



Once Upon A Dream Jekyll And Hyde Sheet
Music 5

5

shifts—moving from D-
flat  major  to  chords
borrowed  from  the
paral le l  minor—to
underscore the fragility
and uncertainty of this
d r e a m .  T h e s e
moments  are  crucial
for  the  performer  to
understand,  as  they
inform  the  emotional
pacing  of  the  piece.

FINDING THE
RIGHT EDITION OF
THE SHEET MUSIC

There  are  severa l
editions  of  the  Once
Upon A Dream Jekyll
And  Hyde  sheet
music  available,  and
choosing the right one
depends  on  your  skill
level and purpose.

For
Vocalists

and Piano
Accompa
nists
The  most  commonly
sought-after  edition  is
the  vocal  score  with
piano  accompaniment.
This  version  includes
both  vocal  lines,  the
full  piano reduction of
the  orchestral  score,
and  dialogue  cues
when  relevant.  It  is
ideal  for  auditions,
recitals,  and rehearsal
work.
Key features to look for
in a high-quality vocal
score edition:

Clear separation
of the two vocal
lines to facilitate
duet rehearsal
Dynamic and
tempo markings
that reflect the
composer's
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original intent
Pedal markings
for the piano part
to achieve the
proper legato
feel
Lyrics printed
clearly with
correct phrasing

For Solo
Piano
Performer
s
For  pianists  who  wish
to perform the piece as
an  instrumental  solo,
there  are  arranged
versions that distill the
essence  of  the  duet
into  a  single  piano
par t .  These  o f ten
require  a  sensitive
t o u c h  a n d  a n
understanding  of  how
to balance the melody
and accompaniment.

S o m e  s o l o  p i a n o
arrangements  of  the
Once Upon A Dream
Jeky l l  And  Hyde
sheet  music  include
the song as part  of  a
medley from the show.
Others stand alone as
individual pieces. If you
are  preparing  for  a
competition  or  recital,
look  for  editions  that
include  performance
notes  and  suggested
fingering.

Digital vs.
Print
Sheet
Music
Many  musicians  now
p r e f e r  d i g i t a l
downloads  for  instant
access.  Websites  such
as  MusicNotes,  Sheet
Music  Direct,  and  the
Hal  Leonard  online
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store  offer  legal,  high-
quality PDF versions of
the  Once  Upon  A
Dream  Jekyll  And
Hyde  sheet  music.
Digital  editions  often
allow you to transpose
the key, which can be
helpful  if  the  original
range  does  not  suit
your  voice.
For  those  who  prefer
the  tactile  experience
o f  phys i ca l  sheet
music,  the  published
vocal  selections  book
f o r  J e k y l l  &  H y d e
r e m a i n s  w i d e l y
a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s
collection  includes
"Once Upon a Dream"
alongside  the  show's
other  major  numbers,
making  it  a  valuable
investment  for  any
musical theatre library.

TIPS FOR
LEARNING AND
PERFORMING THE

PIECE

Approaching the Once
Upon A Dream Jekyll
And  Hyde  sheet
music  requires  more
t h a n  t e c h n i c a l
proficiency.  The  piece
demands  emotional
intelligence and a deep
connection  between
the  two  performers.

For
Pianists
The piano part  in this
song  is  deceptively
challenging. It requires
a  delicate  touch  to
create  the  floating,
dreamlike  quality  that
the song demands. Pay
careful attention to the
following aspects:

Pedaling: Use1.
the sustain pedal
sparingly but
effectively. Over-
pedaling will blur
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the harmonies,
while too little
pedaling will
make the
arpeggios sound
dry. Half-
pedaling is your
friend here,
especially during
the more
chromatic
sections.
Dynamic2.
control: The
song begins very
softly and builds
gradually. Resist
the urge to
crescendo too
early. The
emotional climax
comes in the
final chorus, and
you need to
conserve power
for that moment.
Voicing: In the3.
vocal score, the
piano often
doubles the vocal
line or supports it
with counter-

melodies.
Practice voicing
these lines so
they complement
the singers
rather than
overpower them.

For
Vocalists
Both performers in this
due t  f a ce  un ique
challenges.  For  the
soprano  singing  Lucy,
b rea th  con t ro l  i s
essential.  The  long,
floating  phrases
requ i re  a  s teady ,
supported  airflow  and
a clear, pure tone that
does not waver.
F o r  t h e  b a r i t o n e
singing  Jekyl l ,  the
difficulty  lies  in
balancing strength with
tenderness.  Jekyll  is  a
man of conviction and
passion,  but  in  this
m o m e n t ,  h e  i s



Once Upon A Dream Jekyll And Hyde Sheet
Music 9

9

vulnerable  and  open.
The voice must convey
warmth and sincerity.
Working  through  the
Once Upon A Dream
Jeky l l  And  Hyde
sheet  music  with  a
vocal  coach  is  highly
r e c o m m e n d e d  t o
navigate  the  subtle
emotional shifts within
the song.

WHY THIS SHEET
MUSIC REMAINS
POPULAR

Decades  after  the
show's  premiere,  the
Once Upon A Dream
Jeky l l  And  Hyde
s h e e t  m u s i c
cont inues  to  be  a
staple in voice studios,
audition  rooms,  and
concer t  ha l l s .  I t s
enduring  popularity
stems  from  several
factors.

Audition
and
Repertoir
e Value
For  musical  theatre
performers, this duet is
a  gold  standard  for
showcasing  lyrical
vulnerability and vocal
control.  It  appears
frequently  in  audition
callbacks  for  shows
that  require  a  similar
romantic  or  gothic
tone.  Having  a  well-
prepared  version  of
t h i s  s o n g  i n  y o u r
repertoire is a strategic
advantage.

Pedagogi
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Benefits
Voice  teachers  and
piano instructors often
assign  this  piece  to
students  because  it
teaches  important
musical  sk i l l s  in  a
rewarding context. The
song  demands  legato
phrasing,  dynamic
nuance,  and  sensitive
collaboration  between
p e r f o r m e r s — a l l
advanced  skills  that
are  best  developed
through  beautiful ,
motivating repertoire.

Emotional
Resonanc
e for

Audience
s
Ultimately,  the  sheet
music for "Once Upon a
D r e a m "  e n d u r e s
because the song itself
m o v e s  p e o p l e .  I t
captures  a  universal
h u m a n
e x p e r i e n c e — t h e
thrill ing,  terrifying
moment of recognizing
a soulmate—and wraps
it  in  music  that  feels
both  t imeless  and
fragile. Every musician
who  opens  this  score
has the opportunity to
bring  that  moment  to
life once more.

CONCLUSION

The  Once  Upon  A
Dream  Jekyll  And
Hyde sheet music  is
f a r  m o r e  t h a n  a
transcription  of  notes
on a page. It is a vessel
for  one  of  musical
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t h e a t r e ' s  m o s t
poignant  and  tragic
love  stories.  Whether
y o u  a r e  a  p i a n i s t
preparing for a recital,
a vocalist building your
audition  book,  or  a
theatre  lover  who
simply wants to play a
beloved song at home,
this  piece  offers
profound  musical  and
emotional rewards.
As  you  work  through
the  arpeggios  and
n a v i g a t e  t h e  k e y
changes,  remember

the  story  behind  the
music. The dream that
Jekyll  and  Lucy  share
for just a few moments
is  fragile  and  fleeting,
but  within  the  sheet
mus ic ,  i t  remains
frozen in time, waiting
for each new performer
to  wake it  into  sound
once  more.  Choose
your  edition  carefully,
practice with intention,
and  let  yourself  be
transported  by  the
magic that only a truly
g r e a t  s o n g  c a n
provide.


