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INTRODUCTION:
WHY YOU MIGHT
NEED AN UPSIDE
DOWN QUESTION
MARK

If you write in Spanish,
study the language, or
simply enjoy adding a
touch  of  flair  to  your
text,  you  have  likely
e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e
inverted question mark
(¿).  This  punctuation
mark  is  an  essential
part of written Spanish,
appearing at  the start
of  every  interrogative

sentence  to  signal  a
question before it even
begins.  Whi le  i t  is
intuitive  on  Spanish
keyboards,  Mac  users
with  standard  English
or  other  non-Spanish
layouts  often  find
themselves  wondering
how to make upside
down question mark
on  Mac  quickly  and
efficiently.
The good news is that
Apple’s  macOS  offers
s e v e r a l  b u i l t - i n
methods  to  type  this
character,  ranging
from  simple  keyboard
shortcuts to using the
Character  Viewer.  In
this  comprehensive
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guide, we will walk you
through every possible
technique,  explain  the
logic behind each one,
and  provide  tips  to
make  the  process
s e c o n d  n a t u r e .
Whether  you  are  a
casua l  l ea rne r ,  a
bilingual  professional,
or a translator, by the
end of this article you
will have mastered the
a r t  o f  t y p i n g  t h e
inverted question mark
on  your  Mac  without
b r e a k i n g  y o u r
workflow.

UNDERSTANDING
THE UPSIDE DOWN
QUESTION MARK
(¿)

Before  diving  into  the
methods,  it  helps  to
understand  what  you
are actually typing. The
inverted question mark
( ¿ )  i s  a  U n i c o d e
character  (U+00BF)
that  belongs  to  the
Latin-1  Supplement

b l o c k .  I t  i s  u s e d
primarily  in  Spanish,
Catalan,  Galician,  and
other  languages  that
f o l l o w  S p a n i s h
punctuation  rules.  Its
counterpart  is  the
inverted  exclamation
mark  (¡),  which  you
can  create  using  a
s imi lar  technique
(Option+1).
O n  m a c O S ,  t h e
operat ing  system
r e c o g n i z e s  t h i s
character as part of its
standard character set,
so  no  th i rd -pa r ty
d o w n l o a d s  a r e
necessary.  However,
the  exact  keystrokes
d e p e n d  o n  y o u r
keyboard  layout  and
system  settings.  We
will  cover  the  most
common  scenarios,
s ta r t i ng  w i th  the
fastest  method:  the
d i r e c t  k e y b o a r d
shortcut.
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METHOD 1: THE
DEFAULT
KEYBOARD
SHORTCUT

(OPTION+SHIFT+?)

For  most  Mac  users
with an English (US) or
s im i l a r  keyboard
layout,  the  quickest
way  to  produce  an
upside  down  question
mark  is  by  pressing
Option + Shift  + ?.
Here  is  how  to  do  it
step by step:

Place your cursor1.
where you want
the symbol to
appear.
Hold down the2.
Option key (⌥)
located next to
the Command
key.
While still3.
holding Option,
press and hold
the Shift key.
Now press the ?4.
key (usually the

same key as the
forward slash /).
Release all keys.5.
You should see ¿
appear
immediately.

This  shortcut  works
because  macOS  maps
t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n
Option+Shift+?  to  the
Unicode  character
U + 0 0 B F .  I t  i s
consistent across most
keyboard  layouts  that
include  the  standard
QWERTY  arrangement.
If you have customized
your keyboard through
third-party  software,
the shortcut may differ,
b u t  f o r  t h e  v a s t
majority  of  users,  this
is the go-to method.
Tip:  If  you often type
Spanish  text,  you  can
memor i ze  th i s  as
“Option + Shift  + the
ques t i on  key . ”  I t
requires  a  bit  of  finger
dexterity,  but  after  a
few  repet i t ions  i t
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b e c o m e s  m u s c l e
memory.

METHOD 2: USING
THE CHARACTER
VIEWER (EMOJI &
SYMBOLS)

If  you  prefer  visual
selection,  or  i f  the
keyboard  shortcut  is
not  working  for  some
r e a s o n ,  m a c O S
provides the Character
Viewer  (previously
c a l l e d  S p e c i a l
Characters).  This  tool
lets  you  browse  and
insert  virtually  any
symbol,  including  the
inverted  quest ion
mark.  To  open  it:

Click on the Edit1.
menu in any
application (e.g.,
TextEdit, Pages,
Safari).
Scroll down and2.
select Emoji &
Symbols, or
press the
keyboard

shortcut Control
+ Command +
Space.
A small window3.
will pop up. In
the top search
bar, type
inverted
question mark
or simply ¿.
Double-click the4.
symbol to insert
it into your
document.

For  faster  access,  you
c a n  a l s o  u s e  t h e
Character  Viewer’s
sidebar.  If  you do not
see  the  sidebar,  click
the  small  gear  icon
(action  menu)  in  the
top-left  corner  and
select Customize List.
Ensure  that  Latin  or
P u n c t u a t i o n
c a t e g o r i e s  a r e
c h e c k e d .  T h e n
navigate  to  Latin  >
Punctuation  and  you
will  find  the  inverted
question  mark  listed
among  other  symbols.
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The  Character  Viewer
is  especially  useful
when you are working
on  a  document  that
requ i res  mul t ip le
special  characters,
such  as  a  Spanish
essay or a multilingual
report.  You  can  even
add  frequently  used
s y m b o l s  t o  y o u r
Favorites  list  for  one-
click  insertion  in  the
future.

METHOD 3:
CHANGING YOUR
KEYBOARD
LAYOUT TO
SPANISH

If you write extensively
in  Spanish,  it  may be
worth  switching  your
Mac’s keyboard layout
to Spanish (ISO or Latin
American).  This  will
change the function of
some  keys ,  bu t  i t
makes  typing ¿  and ¡
e x t r e m e l y
straightforward. Here is
how to add and switch

between  keyboard
layouts:

Open System1.
Settings (or
System
Preferences on
older macOS
versions).
Go to Keyboard2.
> Input
Sources.
Click the + (plus)3.
button to add a
new layout.
Search for4.
Spanish and
select either
Spanish (ISO) or
Spanish – Latin
America. Click
Add.
Once added, you5.
can switch
between layouts
using the input
menu in the
menu bar (a flag
icon) or by
pressing Control
+ Space (if
enabled).
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When  the  Spanish
layout  is  active,  the
inverted question mark
has its  own dedicated
k e y :  i t  i s  u s u a l l y
located  on  the  +  key
( n e x t  t o  t h e
Backspace) or on a key
near  the  right  Shift.
You may need to look
a t  t h e  o n - s c r e e n
keyboard  to  locate  it.
To  view  the  layout,
enable  Show  Input
menu  in  menu  bar,
then  se lect  Show
Keyboard  Viewer
from  the  input  menu.
Pressing  Shift+Option
w i l l  s h o w  t h e
c o r r e s p o n d i n g
symbols.
Using  a  dedicated
Spanish  layout  gives
you direct access to all
accented vowels (á, é,
í, ó, ú) and the inverted
punctuation  marks,
making  your  typing
flow  much  faster.  The
trade-off  is  that  some
punctuation keys move

(e.g.,  the  @  symbol
changes location), so it
t a k e s  a  s h o r t
adjustment  period.

METHOD 4: COPY
AND PASTE (QUICK
FIX)

If  you  only  need  the
symbol once in a while
and  do  not  want  to
memorize shortcuts or
switch layouts, copying
and  pasting  is  always
an option. You can:

Copy the
character from
this article: ¿
(just select it and
press
Command+C).
Paste it using
Command+V
wherever
needed.
Alternatively,
search the web
for “upside down
question mark”
and copy it from
a web page.
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For  f requent  use ,
consider  saving  the
s y m b o l  i n  a  t e x t
s n i p p e t  t o o l  l i k e
TextExpander  or
using macOS’s  built-in
text  rep lacement
(System  Settings  >
K e y b o a r d  >  T e x t
Replacement).  Create
a  s h o r t c u t ,  f o r
example,  type /?/  and
have  it  automatically
replaced  with  ¿.  This
m e t h o d  i s  h i g h l y
customizable  and
works across all apps.

METHOD 5: USING
THE US
INTERNATIONAL
KEYBOARD
LAYOUT

Another  excel lent
alternative for bilingual
w r i t e r s  i s  t h e  US
International  –  PC
keyboard  layout.  This
layout  is  designed  to
make  typing  accents
and special  characters
easy while keeping the

standard  QWERTY
arrangement  mostly
intact.  To  enable  it:

Follow the same1.
steps as adding a
Spanish layout
(System Settings
> Keyboard >
Input Sources).
Search for US2.
International –
PC and add it.
Switch to this3.
layout when you
need to type
Spanish
punctuation.

With US International –
PC,  you  can  type  the
inverted question mark
by  pressing  AltGr  +
Shift + / (or Right Alt
+ Shift + ?). The AltGr
key is the right Option
key  on  Mac.  So  the
sequence  becomes:
Right Option + Shift
+ /.  This  is  similar  to
the  default  shortcut
but uses the right-hand
modifier  key,  which
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some people find more
ergonomic.
The main advantage of
US International is that
it  also  allows  you  to
t y p e  a c c e n t e d
characters by pressing
the  apostrophe  or
grave  accent  before
the vowel (e.g., ' then
a gives á). This makes
it  ideal  for  those who
switch between English
a n d  S p a n i s h
frequently.

WHY IS THE
UPSIDE DOWN
QUESTION MARK
IMPORTANT?

Understanding how to
make  upside  down
question  mark  on
Mac  goes  beyond
simple character input.
C o r r e c t  S p a n i s h
punctuation  requires
the  inverted  mark  at
the  beginning  of  a
quest ion:  “¿Cómo
estás?”  Not  using  it

can confuse readers or
appear  unprofessional.
Similarly,  the  inverted
exclamation mark (¡) is
used for exclamations:
“¡Qué bonito!”
Learning to type these
characters  accurately
shows  respect  for  the
language  and  ensures
y o u r  w r i t i n g  i s
grammatically  correct.
F o r  s t u d e n t s ,
t r a n s l a t o r s ,  a n d
c u s t o m e r - f a c i n g
professionals,  this
small  detail  can make
a big difference.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON ISSUES

Despite  the  simplicity
of these methods, you
might encounter a few
problems.  Here  are
solutions  to  the  most
common issues:

Shortcut not
working: Ensure
you are pressing
Option + Shift +
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? simultaneously.
If you have
remapped your
modifier keys
(e.g., swapping
Option and
Command), the
shortcut may
change. Check
under System
Settings >
Keyboard >
Keyboard
Shortcuts.
Character
Viewer not
showing the
symbol: Make
sure your search
is correct. Try
typing “question”
or scroll to the
Punctuation
category. If the
viewer is
minimized, click
the icon in the
top-right to
expand it.
Spanish layout
not appearing:
After adding the

layout, you must
switch to it via
the input menu.
If the menu icon
is missing, go to
System Settings
> Control Center
> Input menu
and enable
“Show in Menu
Bar”.
Copy-paste not
working in
certain apps:
Some specialized
programs (like
code editors)
may treat the
character as
invalid. In such
cases, consider
switching the file
encoding to
UTF-8.

SEMANTIC
VARIATIONS:
ALTERNATIVE
TERMS FOR
SEARCH

If you are reading this
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art ic le ,  you  l ike ly
searched  for  “how  to
make  upside  down
quest ion  mark  on
Mac.”  However,  you
might  also  encounter
these related queries:

“¿ symbol on
Mac”
“inverted
question mark
shortcut Mac”
“Spanish
punctuation on
Mac”
“how to type the
upside down
question mark”
“Mac keyboard
upside down
question mark”

These  phrases  are
semantically  related,
a n d  t h e  m e t h o d s
described above cover
all  of  them.  Whether
you call it an inverted
question mark, Spanish
quest ion  mark,  or
open ing  quest ion
mark, the steps remain

the same.

ADDITIONAL TIPS
FOR EFFICIENT
TYPING

To  save  even  more
t ime  when  wr i t ing
S p a n i s h  o r  o t h e r
languages  that  use
these  punctuation
marks,  consider  the
following  strategies:

Create a text
replacement
snippet: As
mentioned
earlier, go to
System Settings
> Keyboard >
Text
Replacements.
Click the + and
set a phrase
(e.g., “¿”) and a
shortcut (e.g.,
“?q”). Now
whenever you
type “?q” it will
automatically
become ¿. This is
app-independent
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and extremely
fast.
Use third-party
tools: Apps like
Karabiner-
Elements allow
you to remap
keys or create
complex
shortcuts. For
instance, you
could set a rule
that pressing
“??” outputs “¿?”

(beginning and
end of question).
Keep the
Character
Viewer in your
menu bar: Drag
the symbol from
the viewer into a
note or
document for
even quicker
access. You can
also use the
viewer’


